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N Tux fri of the following letters is ſa 
well. ad * 
reſt, that to trouble the reader with a 
= long preface would be. quite needleſs ® 
and impertinent. I will, therefore, de- 
tain him from entering upon the delights 
ful and inſtructive relation which the 
: following ſheets preſent. him with, little 
longer, than while I aſſure him that the 
narrative is quite genuine, and that the 
following letters were written to me at 
my requeſt, Some verbal relations f 
the facts awakened my curioſity to ſen 
a more connected account of them. 
which the author very obligingly con- 
: ſented to, having, at that time, no inten- 8 ] 
tion of its being made public.—But the 
repeated ſolicitations of friends have at laſt - 
prevailed ; and, indeed, the publication 
is the more needful, as ſeveral imperfect _ 
copies have been handed about, and 


apted an introduction to the 


„„ PREAFCE,, 7; 


| the preſs into the W of the publio. 


5 ach, now ſent theſe letters abroad i in 


1 arb vigerls, avevsr, 1764. 1 5 


: . bo 
* 


watt? | 


= there ta been caufe to think forme far 
a reptitious edition might ſteal through 


1 hare, therefore, with conſent of the 


| their original form. They were written 
in haſte, as letters of ſriendfhip, t to gratify 
my cur ioſity; but the ſtyle, as well as 
the narrative itſelf, is ſo plain and caſy, 
| - that corrections were thought needleſs. 
YZ | 1 can only add my beſt wiſhes, that the 
1 great truths they contain may prove as 
1 edifying, as the facts are | ſtriking ant. 
1 0 eie, 5 ” 
1 6 Un 62 
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AN AUTIENTIC NARRATIVE, Sc; 


og. SO, 


REVEREND AND DEAR I, 


5 x, MAKE no o doubt but you bre at times bad | 
pleaſing reflections upon that promiſe made 
to the J/yuelites, Deut. viii. 2. They were 


then in the wilderneſs, ſurrounded with diffi- 


culties, which were greatly aggravated by 
their own diſtruſt and perverſeneſs : they 
| had experienced a variety of diſpenſations, 
the deſign of which they could not as yet 


underſtand ; they frequently loſt fight of 
God's gracious purpoſes in their favour, and 


nere much diſcouraged by reaſon of the way. 
To compole and animate their minds, Moſes 
here ſuggeſts to them, that there was a future 
happy time drawing near, when their journey 
and warfare ſhould be finiſhed ; that they 
ſhould ſoon be put in poſſeſſion. of the pro- 
miſed land, and have reſt from all their fears IJ 
and troubles; and then it would give them {| 
pleaſure to look back upon what they now '* A 
found ſo uneaſy to bear“ Thou ſhalt re- 
member all the way, by which the Lord 
& & thy God led thee dau this winder- 
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that our many afflictions were each in their 


T6 15 
But the importance and comfort of theſe | 


ons is ſtill greater, if we conſider them in 
2 ſpiritual ſenſe, as addreſſed to all who are 
paäaſſing through the wilderneſs of this world to 
. heavenly Canaan ; who by faith in the 
_ Promiſes and power of God are ſeeking eternal 
_ reſt in that kingdom which cannot be ſhaken. _ 
The hope of that glorious inheritance infpires | 
us with ſome degree of courage and zeal to 
preſs forward, to where JzsUs has already 
entered as our forerunner ; and when our eye 
is fixed upon him, we are more than con- 
querors over all that would withſtand our. 


progreſs. But we have not yet attained it; we 


 flill feel the infirmities of a fallen nature: 

through the remains of ignorance and unbelief, 
we often miſtake the Lord's dealings with 

us, and are ready to complain, when, if we 

knew all, we ſhould rather rejoice. But to 

us likewiſe there is a time coming, when 
our warfare ſhall be accompliſhed, our views _ 
enlarged, and our light increaſed : then, with 
what tranſports of adoration and love ſhall _ 
we look back upon the way, by which the 
Lord led us! We ſhall then fee and acknow- 
ledge, that mercy and goodneſs directed every 
ſtep; we ſhall ſee, that what our ignorance once 
called adverſities and evils, were in reality 
bleſſings which we could not have done well 
without: that nothing befel us without a 
cauſe: that no trouble came upon us ſooner, 
or preſſed us more heavily, or continued 


longer, than our caſe required: in a word, 
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length his providence and grace concur in 
_ thoſe events and impreſſions, which bring | 


them to the knowlodge of him and them _ 
felves. po | bs 


tx 


place among the means employed by Hine | 


grace and wiſdom, to bring us to the poſſeſ- 


| fon of that exceeding and eternal weight of 

IN glory, which the Lord has Pre repared for His bs _ 
people. And even in this imperfect Katt 
though we are ſeldom able to judge aright of 
our preſent circumſtances, yet, if we look 
upon the years of our paſt life, and compare 

the diſpenſations we have been brought 
through, with the frame of our minds under 
ceach ſucceſſive period ; if we confider, how ’ 

- wonderfully one thing has been connected 
with another; ſo that, what we now number 

5 amongſt our greateſt advantages, perhaps, 2855 
their firft riſe from incidents which we 
thought hardly worth our notice; and that ” 


we have ſometimes eſcaped the greateſt 


dangers that threatened us, not by any wiſ- 
dom or foreſight of our own, but by the in- 
tervent ion of circumſtances, which we neither 
deſired or thought of—I ſay, when we com- 
pare and conſider theſe things by the light | 
afforded us in the Holy Scriptures, we may 
collect indiſputable proof, from the narrow 
circle of our own concerns, that the wiſe 
and good providence of God watches over his 
people from the earlieſt moment of their 
® life, over-rules and guards them through all 
their wanderings in a Rate of i ignorance, leads 


them in a way that they know not, till at 
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11 am perſuaded that ev ery believer will, 
| pos due reflection, ſee. enough in his own * 
caſe to confirm this remark ; but not all in 
the ſame degree. The outward. circumſtances _ 
of many have been uniform; they have 
known but little variety in life; and, with 
reſpect to their inward change, it has been 
effected in a ſecret way, unnoticed by others, 
and almoſt unperceived by themſelves—The 
Lord has ſpoken to them, not in thunder 
and tempeſt, but with a ſtill {mall voice = 5 
has drawn them gradually to himſelf; ſo 
that, though they have a happy aſſurance 05 
the thing, that they know and jove him, and 
are paſſed from death unto life; yet, of the 
preciſe time and manner, they can gixe little 
account. Others he ſeems to ſelect, in order 
to ſhew the exceeding riches of his grace, 
and the greatneſs of his mighty power: he 
ſuffers the natural rebellion and wickedneſs 
of their hearts to have full ſcope; ; while ſin- 
ners of leſs note are cut off with little warn 
ing, theſe are ſpared, though ſinning with a 
high hand, and, as it were, ſtudying their 
own deſtruction. At length, when all that 
knew them are perhaps expecting to hear, 
that they are made ſignal inſtances of divine 
vengeance, the Lord (whoſe thoughts are 
| | high above ours, as the heavens are higher 
than the earth) is pleaſed to pluck them as 
brands out of the fire, and to make them 0 
monuments of his mercy, for the encourage- 
ment of others: they are, beyond, expecta- 
tion, convinced, pardoncd, and changed. A 
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caſe of this ſort indivates a divine power no 


leſs than the creation of a world: it is 


evidently the Lord's doing, and it is mar- 
vellous in the eyes of all thoſe, WhO are not 
blinded by prejudice and unbelief. 
___ Such was the perſecuting Su: his bat was 
full of enmity againfl Jeſus of Nazareth, and 
therefore he perſecuted and made havock of his 
_ diſciples. He had been a terror to the church | 


of Jeruſulem, and was going to Damaſcus with | 


the fame views—He was yet breathing out. 
threatenings and ſlaughter againſt all that 
loved the Lord Jeſus---He thought little of 
the miſchief he had hitherto done---He was 
engaged for the ſuppreſſion of the whole ſe&t; 
and hurrying from houſe to houſe, from place . 


to place, he carried menaces in his loox, 


and repeated threatenings with every breath. | 
Such was his ſpirit and temper, when the 

Lord Jeſus, whom he hated and oppoſed; 

checked him in the height of his rage, called 
this bitter perſecutor to the honour of an 
| apoſtle, and inſpired him with great zeal and 
_earneſtnels, to preach | that falth, which he 5 


1 ſo lately deſtroyed. 


Nor are we without remurkabls diſplays 


= of the ſame ſovereign, efficacious grace in 


our own times---I may particularly mention 


the inſtance of the late Colonel Gardner. It ” 
any real ſatisfaction could be found in a 


ſinful courſe, he would have met with it; 
for he purſued the experiment with all poſ- 
ſible advantages He was habituated to evil: 
and many uncommon, almoſt miraculous i 
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 deliverances, made no impreſſion upon him. 
Yet he was likewiſe made willing in the day 


and much comfort to his people. 


made very unſuitable returns for what I have 


received. But, if the queſtion is only con- 
cerning the patience and long-ſuffering of 


| God, the wonderful interpoſition of his pro- 


of God's power : and the bright example of 
his life, illuſtrated and diffuſed by the ac- 
count of him, publiſhed fince his death, has 
afforded an occaſion of much praiſe to. God, 


After the ment ion of ſuch Ames, can you = 
permit me, Sir, to add my own ? If I do, it 
muſt be with a very humbling diſtinction. 
Theſe once eminent ſinners proved ſincere 
Cbriſtians: much had been forgiven them, 
therefore they loved much. St. Paul could 
3 The grace beſtowed upon me was not 
2 in vain; for I laboured more abundantly 
„ than they all.” Colonel Gardner likewiſe 
was as a city ſet upon a hill, a burning and a | 
ſhining light: the manner of his converſion 
was hardly more fingular, than the whole 
cCourſe of his converſation from that time to 
his death. Here, alas, the parallel greatly 
fails! It has not been thus with me I muſt 
take deſerved ſhame to myſelf, that I have 


vidence in favour of an unworthy ſinner, the 
power of his grace in ſoftening the hardeſt 
heart, and the riches of his mercy in pardon- 
ing the moſt enormous and aggravated tranſ- 
breſſions; in theſe reſpects, I know no caſe 
more extraordinary than my own. And in- 
_ deed many perſons, to whom 1 haye related. 
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my 11 1 have thought, it worthy of being 
2 preſerved. 


1 never gave any eee account in writ- 


ing, of the Lord's dealing with me, till Verixß 
lately; for I was deterred, on the one hand, 
by the great difficulty of writing properly 
where /e, is concerned; on the other, by the 
Ill Uſe which perſons of corrupt and perverſe 
minds are often known to make of ſuch in- 
| ſtances. The P/almift reminds us that a 
reſerve in theſe things 15 proper, when he ſays, 
Come unto me, all you that fear God, 
and I will tell you what he hath done for 
my ſoul;” and our Lord cautions us not 
to caſt our pearls before ſwine.” The pearls. 
of a Chriſtian are, perhaps, his choice ex- 
periences of the Lord's power and love in the 
concerns of his ſoul ; and theſe. ſhould not 
be at all adventures made public, leſt we 
give occaſion to earthly and grovelling ſouls, 
to profane what they cannot underſtand. 
Theſe were the chief reaſons of my backward - 
neſs; but a few weeks ſince, I yielded to the 
judgment and requeſt of a much reſpected 
friend, and tent him a relation at large, in a 
ſeries of eight letters. The event has been, 
what I little expected; I wrote to one per- 
ſon, but my letters have fallen into many 
hands: amongſt others, I find they have 
reached your notice; and inſtead of blaming 
me for being too tedious and circumſtantial; 


which was the fault I feared L had committed, 
you are pleaſed to deſire a. ftill more diſtinct 


detail. As you and others of my friends appre- 


LES 


— 


5 (3). 


” goodneſs, T ſhall be ſatisfied; and am con- 


: ? all things well. 


and particylar than the former, eſpecially 


you will likewiſe excuſe me, if I do not 


and then interſperſe ſuch refle&tions as may 
offer, while I am writing: and though you 
have ſignified your intentions of communicat- 
ing what [ fend you to others, I muſt not, 


kend my compliance with, this requeſt may 
be attended with ſome good effect, may pro- 
mote the pleaſing work of praiſe a--0ur 
adorable Redeemer, to confirm the faith of 
ſome or other of his people, I am willing to 
| obey; I give up my own reaſonings upon the 
inexpediency of ſo inconſiderable a perſon as 
myſelf adventuring in ſo public a point of 
view. If God may be glorified on my behalf, 
and his children in any meaſure comforted or 
inſtructed by what I have to declare of his 


tent to leave all other poſſible conſequences 
of this undertaking in his N who does 8 


1 muſt again have recourſe to my memory, ST 
zs I retained no copies of the letters you ſaw, _ 
So far as I can recolle& what I then wrote, 
1 will relate, but ſhall not affect a needleſs 
variety of phraſe and manner, merely becauſe _ 
thoſe have been already peruſed by many. I 
may, perhaps in ſome 7 gon; when repeating 5 
the ſame facts, expreſs mylelf in nearly the 
ſame words; yet-I propoſe, according to your 
deſire, to make this relation more explicit 


towards the cloſe, which I wound up baſtily, 
left my friend ſhould be wearied. 1 hope, - 


ſtrictly confine myſelf to narration, but now 


[OI 
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on this account, affect a conciſeneſs and cor- 
rectneſs, which is not my natural talent, leſt 
the whole ſhould appear dry and conſtrained. 
I ſhall therefore (if poſſible) think only „ 
you, and write with that confidence ahd 
freedom which your friendſhip and candour 
deſerre. This ſheet may ſtand as a preface, 
Oo} purpoſe, as far as I can, to intermit 
many other engagements, until 1 have com- 
pleted the taſk you have aſſigned me. In 
the mean time, I entreat the aſſiſtance 7 
pour prayers, that in this, and all my poor 
attempts, 1 may have a ſingle eye to his 
glory, who was pleaſed to call me out of 
horrid darkneſs into the marvellous Boe of 
his goſpel. * am, with ſincere ess, 


4 55 Dear Sra, | „ 


1 


. r vrE vr zin, 


Your obliged and affeQtionate ere ant. 


„vn 527 1763. | 


(LETTER If. 


4 CAN ſometimes of 1 clears in repeat- 


| ing the grateful ackrowledgment of David, 
IM O Lord I am thy ſervant, the ſon of thine 


* handmaid; thou haſt looſed my bands.” 


The tender mercies of God towards me, were 
= moguteſt in the firſt moment of my life—L 2 


58 


was born as it were in his bout and dedi- 
ga ated to him in my infancy. My mother (as 
1 have heard from many) was a pious ex- 
perienced Chriſtian; ſhe was a diſſenter, in 


was her only child, and as the was of a weak = 

_ conſtitution and a retired temper, almoſt her E | 
whole employment was the care of my educa- 
tion. I have ſome faint remembrance of her 
care and inſtructions. At a time when 1 

could not be more than three years of age, 

| ſhe herſelf taught me Engliſi, and with * 85 
much ſucceſs, (as I had ſomething of a forward 
turn) that when I was four years old I could 


ot 100 


communion with the late Dr. Jennings. I þ 


read with propriety in any common book that 


= offered. She ſtored my memory, which was 


then very retentive, with many valuable 1 
pieces, chapters, and portions of feripture,. -- ---4 
catechiſms, hymns, and poems. My temper, 
at that time ſeemed quite ſuitable to her 
wiſhes: I had little inclination to the noiſy 
| ſports of children, but was beſt pleaſed 064 
in her company, and always as willing to 
learn as ſhe was to teach me. How far the 
| beſt education may fall ſhort of reaching the _ 
heart, will ſtrongly appear in the ſequel of 
= hiſtory : yet, I think, for the encourage- 
ment of pious parents to go on in the good 
way of doing their part faithfully to form 
thee children's minds, I may properly pro- 
| Poſe myſelf as an inftance. Though in pro- 
ceſs of time I finned away all the eng [za - | 
of theſe early impreſſions, yet they were for a 
great while a reſtraint whom me 3 they x Ry © 


, 
3 N A 
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turned again and again, and it was very long 
before I could wholly ſhake them off; and 
when the Lord at length opened my eyes, 1 
found a great benefit from the recollect ion of 
them. Further, my dear mother, beſides 
the pains ſhe took with me, often com- 


mended me with many prayers and tears to 


God; and I doubt not but I reap. 1225 fruits | 
of theſe prayers to this hour, _ : 
My mother obſerved my early progreſ 3 

8 with peculiar pleaſure, and intended from 
the firſt to bring me up with a view to the 
5 miniſtry, if the Lord ſhould ſo incline my 
heart. In my fixth year 1 began to learn 
Latin; but, before I had time to know. _ 
much about it, the. intended plan of my 

education was broke ſhort.— The Lord's de- 
ſigns were far beyond the views of an earthly 
parent; he was pleaſed to reſerve me for an 

- unuſual proof of his patience, providence, 
and grace, and therefore over- ruled the pur- 
poſe of my friends, by depriving me of this 
excellent parent, when [ was ſomething under. 

ſeven years old. I was born the 24th of | 

July, 1725, and ſhe died the. 11th of "I J 
Se ' month, 1932. .—- 
My father was then at fn. (he was a com> | 

 mander in the Mediterranean trade at that | 
time:) he came home the following year, and 
ſoon after married again. Thus I paſſed into 
different hands. I was well treated in all 
other reſpects ; but the loſs of my mother's 
inſtructions was not repaired, I was now # 


permitted to mingle with carcleſs and profane 
B06 


hs 12 * 
children, and ſoon began to learn their ways. 
Soon after my father's marriage, I was ſent _ 
to a boarding-ſchool in Eher; where the 
imprudent ſeverity of the maſter almoſt broke 
my fpirit and reliſh for books. With him 1 
forgot the firſt principles and rules of arith- 
metic, which my mother had taught me 
pears before. I ſtaid there two years; in the 


laſt of the two a new uſher coming, who - 


_ obſerved. and ſuited my temper, 1 took: to 
the Latin with great eagernels : ſo that be- 
fore I was ten years old, 1 reached and main— 


in that ſchool read Tully and Virgil. I bes- 
lieve I was puſhed forward too faſt, and there- 
fore not being grounded, I ſoon loſt all I had 
learnt (for I T left ſchool in my tenth year) 
and when I long afterwards undertook the 
| Latin language from books, I think I had 
:. ttle, if any adyantage, from what I had 
learnt before. 
Mly father's ſecond marriage was PE a 
family in Ehr; and when I was eleven years 
old, he took me with him to ſea. He was a 
man of remarkable good ſenſe, and great 
EkEndwledge of the world; he took great care 
of my morals, but could not ſupply my 
- mother's part. Having been educated him- 
ſelf in Spain, he always obſerved an air of 
diſtance and ſeverity in his carrriage, which 
c0ver-awed and diſcouraged my ſpirit. J was 
always in fear when before him. and there- 
fore he had the leis influence. From that time 
to the year 1742, I made ſeveral voyages, 
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' tained the firſt poſt 1n the ſecond claſs, which 


1 


| but with conſiderable intervals between; which 


were chiefly'ſpent in the country, excepting | 


a few months in my fifteenth year, when I 


was placed upon a very advantageous pro- 


ſpect at Alicant in Hain; ; but my unſettled 
behaviour and impatience of reſtraint rendered f 


. chat deſign abortive. 


In this period my temper and conduct were 


exceedingly various. At ſchool, or ſoon af-— 
ter, I had little concern about religion, and 
__ eaſily received very ill impreſſions. Bur 1 was 
often diſturbed with convictions; I was fond 


ok reading from a child ; among other books, 
þ Fþ 8 WT 


Dar nel's. Chriſtian Oratory Often. came in 


ay way; and though I underſtood but little 
of it, the courſe of life therein recommended 


appeared COLL: deſirable, and I was inclined 
to attempt it. I began to Pray, to read the 


fſccripture, and to keep a fort of diary; I moe 
preſently religious in my own eyes; but, alas! 


this ſeeming goodneſs had no ſolid founda- 5 


tion, but paſſed away like a morning cloud, 5 


or early dew. I was ſoon weary, gradually 
gave it up, and became worſe than before: 
inſtead of prayer, I learned to curſe and blaſ- 
| pheme, and was exccedingly wicked, when 
krom under my parents“ view. All this was 


| before I was twelve years old. About that 


time J had a dangerous fall from a horſe; I 


was thrown, I believe, within a few inches of 


1 tell upon the he, I had inevitably been 


a hedgerow newly cut down; I got no hurt; 
but could not avoid taking notice of a gra- 


cious providence in my deliverance; for had 


ta) 


—_ Ellie: my conſcience ſuggeſted to me the 
dreadful conſequences, if in ſuch a ſtate I 
had been ſummoned. to appear before God. 
I preſently broke off from my profane prac- 
tices, and appeared quite altered; but it was 
not long before I declined again. Theſe ſtrug⸗ 
FR gles between ſin and conſcience were often re- 
peated; but the conſequence was, that every 
relapſe ſunk me into ſtill greater depths of 
wWickedneſs. I was once rouſed by the loſs of 
| an intimate companion. We had agreed to 
go on board a man of war (I think it was on 
a Sunday ) but I providentially came too late; 
the boat was overſet, and he and ſeveral 
others were drowned: F was invited: to the 
funeral of my. play-fellow, and was exceed- 
ingly affected, to think that by a delay ofa 
few minutes (which had much diſpleaſed and: 
angered me till I ſaw the event) my life had 
been preſerved. However this likewiſe was ; 
ſoon forgot. At another time the peruſal o |} 
the Family Inſtructor put me upon a par- ; 
tial and' tranſient reformation, In brief, 
| though I cannot diſtinctly relate particulars, . 
F think I took up and laid aſide a religious 
profeſſion three or four different times before 
I was ſixteen years of age; but all this while 
my heart was inſincere. I often ſaw a neceſ- 
ſity of religion as a means of eſcaping hell; 
but I loved fin, and was unwilling to forſake 
it. Inſtances of this, I can remember, were 
frequent in the midſt of all my forms; I was 
ſo 8 blind and ſtupid, that ſometimes 
when 1 have been determined upon things, _ 


063. 


- which I knew were ſinful and; contrary to my 


<P duty, I could not go on quietly, till had firſt 


diſpatched my ordinary taſk of prayer, in 
which I have grudged every moment of my 


time; and when this was finiſhed,. my con- 
| ſcience was in ſome meaſure pacified, and FE 


could ruſh into folly with little remorſe. 


My laft reform was the. moſt remarkable 4Y 
both for degree and continuance. Of this 


period, at leaſt of ſome part of it, 1 may ſay 


: min the apoſtle's words, After the ſtricteſt | 
_* (ef of our religion, I lived a-phariſee.” 1 
did every thing that might be expected from 


a perſon entirely ignorant of God's ngateouſ- : 


dels, and deſirous to eſtabliſh his own. 1 I 
| ſpent the greateſt part of every day in read.. 
ing the ſcriptures, meditation, and prayer; 1 J 


faſted often; I even abſtained from all ani- 
mal food for three months; E would. hardly D 


anſwer a queſtion, for fear of. ſpeaking an. 
idle word. I ſeemed. to bemoan my former 


oy miſcarriages very earneſtly, ſometimes with 
tears. In ſhort, I became an aſcetic, and 
: endeavoured, ſo far as my ſituation would 
permit, to renounce ſociety, | that F might 
avoid temptation. I continued in this ſe- 
rious mood (I cannot give it a higher title) 
for more than two years, without any conſi- 
derable breaking off. But it was a poor reli- 


gion; it left me in many reſpects under the 


Power of ſin, and ſo far as it prevailed, only 


tended to make me gloomy, a unſocia- 
ble, and uſcleſs, 


616 15 
Such was the frame of my mind, when I 
Po acquainted with Lord Shafteſbury. 
— ſaw the ſecond volume of his Characlſeriſties, 8 
in a petty ſhop at Middleburgh in Holland. 
"The title allured me to buy it, and the ſtyle 


and manner gave me great pleaſure 1n read- 
ing, eſpecially the ſecond piece, which his 
Lordſhip, with great propriety, has entitled _ 
a Rhapſody. Nothing could be more ſuited 


to the romantic turn of my mind, than the 


aadqreſs of this pompous declamation; ; of the 


deſign and tendency I was not aware; I 
thought the author a moſt religious perſon, 
and that I. had only to follow him, and de 


= happy. Thus, with fine words and fair 
= ſpeeches, my fimple heart was beguiled. 


This book was always in my hand; I read it, = 


till I could very nearly repeat the Rhapſody 
verbatim from beginning to end. No im- 


| © mediate effect followed, but it operated like 


a flow poiſon, and Prepared the way for all . 
that followed. 8 
This letter WR my Hiſtory down to De- 
cember, 1742. F was then lately returned 
from a voyage, and my father not intending 
for the ſea again, was thinking how to ſettle 5 


me in the world; but I had little life or ſpirit | 


for buſineſs: I knew but little of men or 
things. I was fond of a viſionary ſcheme of 


a contemplative life; a medley of religion, 5 


philoſophy, and indolence; and was quite 
averſe to the thoughts of an induſtrious ap- 


plication to buſineſs. At length a merchant 


in Liverpool, an intimate friend of my fa ; 


T7 J 
ys; ther (to whom, as the inſtrument of God's ; 
goodneſs, I have ſince been chiefly indebted _ 
for all my earthly comforts ) propoſed to ſend. 
me for ſome years to Jamaica, and to charge 
himſelf with the care of my future fortune. I 
- conſented to this, and every thing was pre- 
pared for my voyage. I was upon the point 


ol ſetting out the following week. In the 


mean time, my father ſent me on Ge buſt- 
5 neſs to a place a few miles beyond Maidfone 


in Kent; and this little journey, which was to 


have been only for three or four days, occa- 


ſioned a ſudden and remarkable turn, which 1 
rouſed me from the habitual indolence I had 
contracted, and gave riſe to the ſeries of un- 


common diſpenſations, of which you deſire 5 


: 185 more particular account. So true it is, ” that 
„the way of man is not in himſelf; it is not 


: man that walketh to direct his Rok: 


Z am | affectionately 


Your's in the beg bonds. : 


JANUARY 137 12 1763, 


"LETTER 11 Roe 
a 5 DEAR ein, . _ „ | 
A} FEW days 1 my intended journey 
into Kent, I received an invitation to vifit 
a family in that county. — They were diſtant 
: relations, but very intimate friends od my : 


(18) 


= - | dear mother: ſhe died in their houſe : ; but 2 a2 


coolneſs took place upon my father's ſecond 


marriage, and I had heard nothing of them 


for many years. As my road lay within half 
a mile of their houſe, I obtained my father's 
leave to call on them. I was, however, very 


indifferent about it, and ſometimes thought 


of paſſing on: however I went: I was known 
at firſt fight, before I could tell my name, 


| and met with the kindeſt reception, as the 


child of a dear deceaſed friend. My friends 
bad two daughters. The eldeſt (as I under- 


ſtood ſome years afterwards) had been often 


_ conſidered, by her mother and mine, as a fu- 


ture wife for me from the time of her birth. _ 
1 know indeed, that intimate friends fre- 9 5 | 
_ quently amuſe themſelves with ſuch diftant 


Proſpects for their children, and that they 
miſcarry much oftener than ſucceed. I do 
not ſay that my mother predicted what was 


to happen, yet there was ſornething remarka- 


ble in the manner of its taking place. All 


intercourſe between the families had been 


long broken off; I was going into a foreign 
country, and only called to pay a haſty viſit ;. 


and this I ſhould not have thought of, but 
for a meſſage received juſt at that criſis (for I 


had not been invited at any time before). 


Thus the circumſtances were precarious in 
the higheſt degree, and the event was as ex- 


traordinary. Almoſt at the firſt ſight of this 
girl (for ſhe was then under fourteen) I was 
impreſſed with an affection for her, which 
never abated or loſt its influence a ſingle mo- 


(19). 


ment in my heart from that hour. In des 


gree, it actually equa'+2d all that the writers 24 
of romance have 1magined ; ; in duration, it 


was unalterable. I ſoon loſt all ſenſe of re- 


n )gion, and became deaf to the remonſtrances 


of conſcience and prudence ; but my regard 


for her was always the ſame: and I may per- 


haps venture to ſay, that none of the ſcenes 
of miſery and wickedneſs 1 afterwards ex- 


perienced, ever baniſhed her a ſingle hour to- ; 


gether from my waking . for the N 
5 leven following years. = 
Give me leave, Sir, to reflect a little upon 
this unexpected incident, and to conſider its 
influence upon my future life, and how far 
it was ſubſervient to the views of Divine Pro- 
vidence concerning me, which ſeem to have 
deen twofold; that by being given up, for 


2 while, to the conſequences of my -n 


” wilfulneſs, and afterwards reclaimed by * 


high hand, my caſe, ſo far as it ſhould be f 


known, might be both a ne and an en- 
couragement to others. 1 
In the firſt place, hardly any thing ies tba Ns 

: this violent and commanding paſhon would 


have been ſufficient to ABST 33-4 me from the _ 


5 dull melancholy habit I had contracted. 1 f 


Vas almoſt a miſanthrope, notwithſtanding 1 
ſo much admired the pictures of virtue and 


5 benevolence as drawn by Lord Shafteſbury : 3 


but now my reluctance to active life was 


overpowered at once, and I was willing to be 


or to do any thing, which micht ſubſerve the 


6086) 
a accompliſhment of my wiſhes at ſome future 
time. 
1 _ Farther, whit I ads ds ci EL 
F. of faith, hope, and conſcience, my love to 
this perlon was the only remaining principle, 
Which in any degree ſupplied their place; and 
the bare poſſibility of ſeeing her again was 
the only preſent and obvious means of re- 
ſtraining me from the moſt horrid <cfigns 
5 againſt myſelf and others. : 
But then the ill effects it brought: upon me 
a counterbalanced theſe advantages. The in- 
terval, uſually ſtyled the time of courtſhip, 
18 indeed a pleaſing part of life, where there 
is a mutual affection, the conſent of friends, 
2d reaſonable proſpect as to ſettlement, and 
the whole is conducted in a prudential man- 
ner, and in ſubordination to the will and 
fear of God. When things are thus ſituated, 


paſſions; but when theſe concomitants are 
wanting, what we call love is the moſt tor- 
menting paſſion in 7elf, and the moſt de- 
| fiructive in its conſequences, thai can be 
named. And they were all wanting in my 


or to my own, nor indeed for a conſiderable 
time to herſelf, as I could make no propo- | 
fals: it remained as a dark fire, locked up in 
| my own breaſt, which gave me a conſtant 
uneaſineſs. By introducing an idolatrous regard 


of religion, and made tarther way for the 9 
trance of 1nfidel Principles: and though 'W 


it is a bleſſing to be ſuſceptive of the tender. 


Z cCaſe. I durſt not mention it to her friends, 


to a creature, it greatly weakened my ſenſe 


leſs could it do in regulating my manners. 


(2 21) 

Teemed to promiſe g great das, as an incen- 1 
tive to diligence. and activity in life; in re- 
ality, it pertormed nothing. I often formed | 
mighty projects in my mind, of what I would 
willingly do or ſuffer, for the ſake of her I 
loved; yet, while I could have her com- 
_ pany, 1 was incapable of forcing myſelf away, 
to improve opportunities that offered: ſtill 


It did not prevent me from engaging in a 
long train of exceſs and riot, utterly unwor- 
thy the honourable pretenſions I had formed. 8 
And though through the wonderful interpoſi- 3 
tion of Divine Goodneſs, the maze of my 
follies was at length unravelled, and my wiſhes FF} 
crowned in ſuch. a manner as overpaid my 
2 ſufferings; yet, I am ſure, I would not go 
through the ſame ſeries of trouble again, to 
poſſeſs all the treaſures of both the Indies. 
I have enlarged more than I intended on this 
Point, as perhaps theſe papers may be uſeful 
to caution others againſt indulging an ungo- | 
vernable paſſion, by my painful experience. 
How often may ſuch headſtrong votaries be 
i To, ſow the wind, and to reap the 
a 7 whirlwind.” ” 
My heart being now "ad and riveted to i 
a particular object, I conſidered every thing 
1 was concerned with in a new light. I con- 
cluded it would be abſolutely impoſſible to. 
live at ſuch a diſtance as Jamaica, for a term |} 
of four or five years, and therefore deter- 
mined at all events that I would not go. 1 
could not bear either to acquaint my father with 
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8 the true reaſon, or to invent. a falſe one; 


therefore, without taking any notice to bim 
why I did fo, I ſtaid three weeks inſtead of 


| © I had highly diſpleaſed my father by this diſ- ” 


_ obedience; but he was more eaſily recon- 
ciled than I could have expected. In a lit- 
tle time I failed with a friend of his to V enice. 


18 In this voyage, I was expoſed to the com- ; 


opportunity, preſenting every day, I once 


| | - order which I had obſerved, in ſome degree, 


for more than two years, —l was ſometimes 


_ Pierced with ſharp convictions ; but though I 


made a few faint efforts to ſtop, as I had 


| done from ſeveral before; I did not, indeed, 


ing large ſtrides towards a total apoſtacy from 
God. The moſt remarkable check and alarm 
I received (and, for what I know, the laſt) 
was by a dream, which made a very ſtrong, 


The conſideration of whom: Iam writing 


three days in Kent, till I thought (as it 
proved) the opportunity would be loſt, and 
the ſhips ſailed. I then returned to London. + 


pany and ill example of the common failors, 
among whom I ranked. Importunity, and 


more began to relax from the ſobriety and 


as yet turn out profligate; but I was mak- _— 5 


though not any abiding improficg * my. = : 
C 


to renders it needleſs for me, either to enter 
uv pon a diſcuſſion of the nature of dreams in | 
1 general, or to make an apology for record- 
ing my own. Thoſe who acknowledge ſcrip- 
ture will allow, that there have been moni- : 
tory and ſupernatural dreams, evident com- 
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muniĩcations from heaven, either directing or 
foretelling future events: and thoſe who are 
acquainted with the hiſtory and experience 
of the people of God are well affured, that 
ſuch intimations have not been totally with- - 
held in any period down to the preſent times. 
| Reaſon, far from contradicting this ſuppoſi- 
tion, ſtrongly pleads for it, where the pro- 
ceſs of reaſoning is rightly underſtood, and 
1 carefully purſued. So that a late eminent 
Writer“, Who, I preſume, 15 not generally _ 
charged with enthuſiaſm, undertakes to prove, 
that the phenomenon of dreaming is inex- 
Plicable at leaſt, if not abſolutely impoſfible, ; 
without taking 1 in the agency and interven- 
tion of ſpiritual beings, to us inviſible. I 
. would refer the incredulous to him. For my 
oven part, I can ſay, without ſcruple, The 
dream is certain, and the interpretation 
thereof ſure.” I am ſure I dreamed to the 
following effect, and I cannot doubt, from 
what I have Gon ſince, that it had a direct 
_ and eaſy application to my own circumſtances, 
to the dangers, into which I was about to 
_ plunge mylelf, and to the unmerited deliver- 
ance and mercy, which God would be pleaſed 
do offer me in the time of my diſtreſss. 
Though I have wrote out a relation of this 
dream more than once for others, it has hap- 
Pened that I never reſerved a copy; but the 


principal incidents are ſo deeply engraven in 


my memory, that I believe I am not liable 
| to any conſiderable variations 1n repeating the 5 
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trouble and miſery. 
and the terms willingly, not in the leaſt doubt- 
ing my own care to preſerve it, and highly 
ſatisfied to have my | ppineſs in my own 
keeping. 
vhen a ſecond perſon | came to me, and” ob- © 
ſerving the ring on my finger, took occaſion 
to aſk me ſome queſtions concerning it. I 
readily told him its virtues, and his . 
expreſſed a ſurprize at my weakneſs, in ex- 
pecting ſuch effects from a ring. 
reaſoned with me ſome time upon the im 
_ poſſibility of the thing, and at length urged” 
me in direct terms to throw it away. At 
| firſt, I was ſhocked at the propoſal; but his 
inſinuations prevailed. 
doubt myſelf, and at laſt plucked it off my 
finger, and dropped it over the ſhip's ſide 
into the water, which it had no ſooner touched, 


(a4) 


account. The ſcene preſented to my imagi- 
nation was the harbour of V. enice, where we 


had lately been. 1 thought it was night, 


parted with it, 1 muſt expect nothing but 
1 accepted the preſent 


I was engaged in theſe thoughts, 


I think he 


1 began to reaſon and 


than I ſaw, the ſame inſtant, a terrible fre. 


| burſt out from a range of mountains, (a 


part of the Alps) which appeared at ſome 
Gitance behind the city of Fentce. I ſaw 
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and my watch upon the deck; and that, as 
I was walking to and fro by myſelf, a perſon 
came to me, (I do not remember from 
whence) and brought me a ring, with an 
expreſs charge to keep it carefully ; afluring 
me that while 1 preſerved that ring, E ſhould 
be happy and ſucceſsful : but, it I loſt, or 
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the hills as diſtinct as if awake, and they were 
all in flames. I perceived too late my folly; 
and my tempter, with an air of inſult in- 
formed me, that all the mercy God had in 
reſerve for me, was compriſed in that ring, 
which I had wilfully thrown away. I under- 
ſtood that I muſt now go with him to the 
burning mountains, and that all the flames ! 
ſaw were kindled upon my account. I trem- | 
bled, and was in a great agony ; ſo that it was 
ſurprizing I did not then awake: but my 
dream continued, and when I thought my- 
ſelf upon the point of a conſtrained depar- 


ture, and ſtood ſelf- condemned, without plea 


or hope; ſuddenly, either a third perſon, or 
the ſame who brought the ring at firſt, came 

to me, (Jam not certain which) and demanded 
the cauſe of my grief. I told him the plain 
caſe, confeſſing that I had ruined myſelf wil- 
fully, and deſerved no pity. He blamed my 

raſhneſs, and aſked if I ſhould be wiſer, ſup- 


Paß ng I had my ring again. I could hardly 


anſwer to this; for 1 thought. it was gone 

: beyond recall. I believe, indeed, I had not 
time to anſwer, before I ſaw this: unexpected 

friend go down under the water, juſt in the ſpot 
ST where Thad dropped it; and he ſoon returned, 
bringing the ring with him. The moment 
he came on board, the flames in the moun- 
- © tains were extinguiſhed, and my ſeducer left 


me. Then was „the prey taken from the 


hand of the mighty, and the lawful captive 
ce * deliy ered. My fears were at an end, and 


* 
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8 With joy and gratitude I approached my kind 
deeliverer to receive the ring again; but he 
refuſed to return it, and ſpoke to this effect: 
lf you ſhould be entruſted with this ring 
B again, you would very ſoon bring yourſelf 
into the ſame diſtreſs; you are not able 
4 to keep it; but I will preſerve it for you, 
and whenever it is needful, will produce it 
Upon this I awoke, 
in 4 ſtate of mind not to be deſcribed: I 
could hardly eat, or fleep, or tranſact „ 
ceſſary buſineſs for two or three days; but 
the impreſſion ſoon wore off, and in a little 


in your behalf.” 


time 1 totally forgot it; and I think it hardly 


coccurred to my mind again, till ſeveral years 

afterwards. It will appear, in the courſe of 

theſe papers, that a time came, when I found 
my ſelf in circumſtances. very nearly reſem- 


2% bling thoſe ſuggeſted by this extraordinary 


MF dream, when I ſtood helpleſs and hopeleſs 
upon the brink of an awful eternity: and 1 
doubt not but, had the eyes of my mind | 


been then opened, I ſhould have ſeen mi 
grand enemy, who had ſeduced me, wilfully 


to renounce and caſt away my religious pro- 
feſſion, and to involve myſelf in the moſt 
complicated crimes; I ſay, I ſhould Proba- 
| bly have ſeen him pleaſed with my agonies, 
and waiting fora permiſſion, to ſeize and E 
away my foul to this place of torment. I 


ſhould perhaps have ſeen likewiſe that Jeſus, 


uhom l had perlecuted and defied, rebuking 
the adverſary, challenging me for his own, as 
7 brand en out of the fire, and lying, 
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135 Deliver him Bom going down into the pit; "oy 

<« have found a raniom.” However, though 

Iaw not theſe things, 1 found the benefit ; 5 

I obtained mercy. The Lord anſwered for 
me in the day of my diſtreſs; and, bleſſed be 

bis name, he who reſtored the ring, (or what 
Vas ſignified by it) vouchſafes to keep it. 0 
what an unſpeakable comfort is this, that 1 


am not in mine own keeping. The Lord . 


is my ſhepherd : :? I have been able to truſt. 
mine all in his hands, and I know in whom 
I have believed. Satan {till defires to have - 


| me, that he might ſift me as wheat; but my 


Saviour has prayed for me, that my faith 


may not fail. Here is my ſecurity and 85 


power; a bulwark, againſt which the gates 
of hell cannot prevail. But for this, many a 


4 time and often (if poſſible) I ſhould have. 


ruined myſelf, ſince my firſt deliverance; nay, 
I ſhould fall, and ſtumble, and periſh fill, 5 
_ after all that the Lord has done for me, if | 
his faithfulneſs was not engaged in my behalf, 

to be my ſun and ſhield even unto death.— 
'*< Bleſs the Lord, O my foul!” 
Nothing very remarkable occurred in the 
following part of that voyage. 1 returned 
home in December 1743, and ſoon after re- 


1 peated my viſit to Font. where I protracted 


my ſtay in the fame imprudent manner I had 
done before, which again diſappointed my 
father's defigns in my favour, and almoſt 
provoked him to diſown me. Before any 
| thing ſuitable ottered again, I was unprefſed — 
| | 2 | 


(4); 


£ (owing nity to my own thoughtleſs con- 
duct, which was all of a piece) and put on 
board a tender; it was a critical juncture, 
when the French fleets were hovering upon 
our coaſt, fo that my father was incapable to 
procure my releaſe. In a few days I was ſent” 
on board the Harwich man of war, at the 
Nore. I entered here upon quite à new _ 


ſcene of life, and endured much hardſhip 


-for about a month. My father was then 
willing that I ſhould remain in the navy, as 
a war was daily expected, and procured me a 
recommendation to, the Ca, ain, who took 
me upon the quarter deck as a midſhipman. 
I had now an eaſy lite, as to externals, and 


might have gained: reſpdct; but my. mind 
was unſettled, and my behaviour very in- 


different. I nere met with companions who 


completed the ruin of my principles; and 

though I affected to talk of virtue, and was 
not utterly abandoned as afterwards, yet my 
delight and habitual practice was wickednels : 


my chief intimate was a perſon of exceeding 
good natural talents, and much oblery ation; 


he was the greateſt maſter of what is called 


the free- thinking ſcheme, I remember to 
have met with, and knew how to inſinuate 


his ſentiments in the moſt plauſible way.— 


And his zeal was equal to his addreſs; he 
could hardly have laboured more in the 
cCauſe, if he had expected to gain heaven by 
it. Allow me to add, while I think of it, 
that this man, whom I honoured as my 
maſter, and whoſe practice I. adopted lo 


4 J ¹i¹mꝛ·¹⅛ KK ˙²·t:·⅛e ag" 
LEES ä 5 
BSE Mr 8 
c PIE 


b wenn ED ane ta > LE 
ON. r 
Fo : F 
> a REARED > 


: ( 29 ) 


eagerly, periſhed in the fame way as I ex- 
pected to have done. I have been told, that 
| he was overtaken in a voyage from Liſbon 
with a violent ſtorm : the veſſel and people 
| eſcaped, but a great ſea broke on board and 
ſwept Him into eternity. Thus the Lord 
ſpares%r puniſhes, according to his ſovereign 
. e But to return nk was fond of his 
company, and having myſelf a ſmattering of 
3 was eager enough to ſhew my read. 


He ſoon perceived my caſe, that I had 


. Welly broke through the reſtraints of 
conſcience, and therefore did not ſhock me 
at firſt with too broad intimations of his de- | 
ſign; he rather, as I thought, ſpoke favour- 
ably of religion; but when he had gained 


my confidence, he began to ſpeak Pers 


and perceiving my ignorant attachment to 
the Characteriſtics, he joined iſſue with me 
upon that book, and convinced me that 1 
had never underſtood it. In a word, he fo 
pled me with objections and arguments, that 
my depraved heart was foon gained, and I 
entered into his plan with all my ſpirit. 
Thus, like an unwary ſailor, who quits his 
port juſt before a riſing ſtorm, I renounced 
the hopes and comforts of the goſpel at the 


very time when 8 other comfort w as about 
ts fail me. 


In December 1744, the Ha WY was in 


the Downs. bound to the Ea Indies. The 


Captain g gave me liberty to go on ſhore for a 


Cay 4 5 but, without conſulting Prudence, or 


8 3 


1 


much, particularly the Admiral. This occa- 
ne our putting back to Plymouth. 


While we lay at Plymouth, 1 heard that F 
my father, who had intereſt in ſome of the | 


ſhips late'y loſt, was come down to Torbay. 


He had a connection at that time with the 
African « company. I thought if 1 could get 


. 3 


regarding conſequences, I took horſe, and _ 
followed the dictates of my reſtleſs paſſion 1 
I went to take a laſt leave of her I loved. 1 
had little ſatisfaction in the interview, "TE on 
was ſenſible that I was taking pains to mul- 
tiply my own troubles. The ſhort time ! 
5 could ſtay paſſed like a dream, and on new 
-year's-day, 1745, 1 took my leave to return 
to the ſhip. The Captain was prevailed on 
to excuſe my abſence; but this raſh ſtep 
(eſpecially as it was not the firſt ſtep of the 
kind I had taken) highly diſpleaſed him, 
and loſt me his favour, which 1 never 
8 recoyered. : EE 
At length we - failed from Spithead with = : 
very large fleet. We put into Torbay with 
a a change of wind; but it returning fair again, 
we failed the next day. Several of odr fleet 
were loſt in attempting to leave that place; 
- and the following night the whole fleet was 
greatly endangered upon the coaſt of Corn- 
_ wall, by a ſtorm from the fouthward. The 
daarkneſs of the night, and the number of 
the veſltls, occaſioned much confuſion and - 
damage. Our hip, though ſeveral times in 
imminent danger of being run down by other 
veſſels, eſcaped unhurt ; but many ſuffered 
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to him, he might eaſily introduce me into 
thet ſervice, Which would be better than 
purſuing a long uncertain voyage to the EH 
Indies. It was a maxim with me, in thoſe 
_ unhappy days, never to deliberate ; the 
thought hardly occurred to me before I was 
reſolved to leave the ſhip at all events: 1 
did fo, and in the wrongeſt manner poſſible. 

I was ſent one day in the boat, to take care 

that none of the people deſerted ; but 1 

| betrayed my truſt, and went off myſelf. 1 

| knew not what road to take, and durſt not 
| aſk, for fear of being ſuſpected; yet having 
1 "Gans general idea of the country, I guefled _ 
> right; and, when I had travelled ſome miles, 

I found, upon inquiry, that I was on the 
; road to Dartmouth. *All went ſmoothly that 
day, and part of the next: I walked apace, 


and expected to have been with my father in 


about two hours, when I was met by a ſmall 
party of ſoldiers; I could not avoid or de- 
ceive them. They brought me back to 
' Plymouth; I walked through the ftreets 
guarded like a felon.—My heart was full of 
Z indignation, ſhame, and fear.—I was con- 
® Afincd two days in the guard-houſe, then ſent 
on board my ſhip, and kept a-while in irons, | 
then publicly ſtripped and whipped, after 


which I was degraded from my office, and all 


my former companions forbidden to ſhew me 
the leaſt favour, or even to ſpeak to me—. 


As midſhipman, I had been entitled to ſome 


command, which (being ſufficiently haughty 


© 4 


0 32) 1 


and ain) I had not been backward to exert.— 
I was now in my turn brought down to a level 
with the loweſt, andexpoled to the inſults of all. 
And as my preſent ſituation was uncom- 
fortable, my future proſpects were ſtill worſe ; | 
the evils I ſuffered were likely to grow heavier 
every day. While my cataſtrophe was re- 
cent, the officers and my quondam brethren 
were ſomething diſpoſed to ſcreen me from 
ill ufage; but, during the little time J re- 
mained with them afterwards, I found them 
0 very faſt in their endeavours to protect 
N Indeed they could not avoid it without 
8 a great riſk of ſharing with me: for 
the Captain, though in general a humane 
man, who behaved very well to the ſhip's 


company, was almoſt implacable in his re- 


ſentment, when he had been greatly offended, 
and took ſeveral occaſions to ſhew himſelf fo | 
to me; and the voyage was expected to be (as 
"-It- proved) for five years. Yet I think 
nothing 1 either felt or feared diſtreſſed me 
ſo much, as to ſee myſelf thus forcibly torn 
away from the object of my affections, under 
a great improbability of ſeeing her again, and 
a much greater, of returnining in ſuch a 
manner as ; would give me hopes of ſeeing her 
mine. Thus I was as miſerable on all hands 
as could well be imagined. My breaſt was 
filled with the moſt excruciating paſſions, 
cager deſire, bitter rage, and black deſpair.— _ 
Every hour expoſed me to ſome new inſult 
and hardſhip, with no hope of relief or miti - 
| gation, no friend to take my part, or to liſten 


CHF 


5 to my complaint. Whether I looked linens 
N ae 'F could perceive nothing but 
darkneſs and miſery. I think no cale, EX- 
cept that of à conſcience wounded by the 
wrath of God, could be more dreadful than 
mine; I cannot expreſs with what wiſhful- 
neſs and regret I caſt my laſt looks upon 
the Engli/h thore; I kept my eyes fixed upon 


it till, the ſhip's diſtance increaſing, it ſen- 


fibly diſappeared ; and when I could ſee it 


no longer, I was tempted to throw myſelf 
into the ſea, which (according to the wicked 
ſyſtem I had adopted) would put a period 
to all my forrows at once. But the ſecret 


hand of God reſtrained me. Help me to 
_ praile him, dear Sir, for his wonderful good- 


nels to the moſt unworthy of all his ee 
tures. | 


4 am, 


' Your moſt obliged ber ant. 
| JANVARY 15, 585. 


e ee 


DE AR 225 


Tuben I deſired your infirudtions as to 
the manner and extent of theſe memoirs, * 
began to write before I received them, and 
had almoſt finiſhed the preceding ſheet when 
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your Favour: of the eleventh came to hand.” 


I ſhall find another occaſion' to acknowledge 


my ſenſe of your kind expreſſions of friend- 
ſhip, which 1 pray the Lord, I may never 
give you cauſe to repent or withdraw; at 
Preſent I ſhall confine myſelf to what more 
particularly relates to the taſk aſſigned me. 
I ſhall obey you, Sir, in taking notice of the 
little incidents you recall to my memory, and 
of others of the like nature, which, without 
your direction, I ſhould have thought too 
trivial, and too much my own to deſerve _ 
ight let- 


mentioning. | When I began the eig 


— ters, I intended to ſay no more of myſelf 
than might be neceſſary to illuſtrate "the 
wonders of Divine Providence- and grace in 


the leading turns of my life; but I account 


your judgment a ſufficient warrant for en- 


_Jarging my plan. 


Amongſt other things, you deſired a How” 


e account of the ſtate and progreſs at = 
my courtſhip, as it is uſually phraſed. This 


was the point in which I thought it eſpecially 7 


became me to be very brief; but I ſubmit 


to you; and this ſeems a proper place to 
_ reſume it, by telling you how it ſtood at the 


time of my leaving E gland. When my 
: inclinations firſt diſcovered themſelves; both 


parties were ſo young, that no one but myſelf _ 


conſidered it in a ſerious view. It fol for 
tea · table talk amongſt our friends, and nothing 
farther was expected from it. But afterwards, 


when my paſſion ſeemed to have abiding I 1 
effects, ſo that in an interval of two years it 
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was not at all ate; and eſpecially as it occa- 
ſioned me to act without any regard to pru- 
dence or intereſt, or my father's deſigns, and 
as there was a coolneſs between him and the 
family, her parents began to conſider it as a 
matter of conſequence ; | and when I took 


my laſt leave of them, her mother (at the 


ſame time ſhe expreſſod the moſt tender 
affection for me, as if I had been her own 
Child) told me, that though ſhe had no ob- 
: jections to make, upon a ſuppoſition that, 
at a maturer age, there ſhould be a proba- 
bility of our engaging upon a prudent pro- 
ſpect, yet, as things then ſtood, ſhe thought 
herſelf obliged to interfere ; and therefore 
deſired I would no more think of returning 
to their houſe (unleſs her daughter was from 
: home) till ſuch time as I could either prevail 
with myſelfentirely to give up my pretenſions, 
or could aſſure her that I had my father's 
exprels content to go on. Much depended 
on Mrs. N*****#%, part in this affair; it 


was ſomething difficult; but though he was 


young, gay, and quite unpractiſed in ſuch _ 


matters, ſhe was directed to a happy medium. 


A politive encouragement, or an abſolute 
refuſal, would have been attended with equal, 9 85 
: though different diſadvantages. But without 

much {tudying about it, I tound her always 

upon her guard: the had penetration to ſee 
her abſolute power over me, and prudence 
to make a proper uſe of it; ſhe would neither 


underſtand my hints, nor Sive me room to 
c 6 


(35). 
come to a direct explanation. She ha Gaid 
fince,” that from the firſt diſcovery of my 


regard, and long before the thought was 
agrecable to her, ſhe had often an unaccount- 
able impreſſion upon her mind, that ſooner 
or later ſhe ſhould be mine. „ Upon: theſe 


terms we parted. 


I now return to my voyage. During our 
paſſage to Madeira, I was a prey to the moſt 


gloomy thoughts. Though I had well de- 


ſerved all I met with, and the Captain might 
have been juſtified if he had carried his Tom" 8 
ſentment ſtill farther; yet my pride at that 
time ſuggeſted that I had been groſsly in- 
jured, and. this fo far wrought upon my 
wicked heart, that I actually formed deſigns 
againſt his life; ; and this was one reaſon that ET 
made me willing to prolong my own. I was 
| ſometimes divided between the two, not _ 
thinking it practicable to effect both. The 


Lord had now to appearance given me up to 


h judicial hardneſs ; I was capable of any thing. 


I had not the leaſt fear of God before my By 


eyes, nor (o far as 1 remember) the leaſt 


ſenſibility of conſcience. I was poſſeſſed of 
ſo ſtrong a ſpirit of deluſion that I believed 


my own lie, and was firmly perſuaded that 


after death IT ſhould ceaſe to be. — Vet the 
Lord preſerved me l Some intervals of ſober 
reflection would at times take place: when 
I have choſen death rather than life, a ray 
of hope would come in (though there was 
little probability for ſuch a hope) that 1 


mould yet ſee better days, that! might again 


E 5 3700 
| return to England, and have my wiſhes 
} crowned, if I did not wilfully throw myſelf 
away. In a word, my love to Mrs. N 
was now the only reſtraint I had left; though _ 
I neither feared God, nor regarded men, I 
could not bear that e ſhould think meanly 
of me, when I was dead. As in the outward 
concerns of life, the weakeſt means are often 
employed by Divine Providence to produce 
great effects, beyond their common influence, 
(as when a diſeaſe, for inſtance, has been re- 
moved by a fright) as I found it then: this 
ſingle thought, which had not reſtrained me 


from a thouſand” ſmaller evits, proved my 5 


only and effectual barrier againſt the greateſt 155 
and moſt fatal temptations. How long I 
could have ſupported this conflict, or What, 1 
3 humanly ſpeaking, would have been the 
[ conſequence of my continuing in that ſit ua- 
tion, I cannot ſay; but the Lord, whom I 


5 providing for my deliveran c. 
Two things I had determined when at 
Plymouth, that I would not go to India, 
and that I world go to Guinea; and ſuch 
indeed, was the Lord's will concerning me; 
but they were to be accompliſhed in his 
way, not in my own. We had been nowat 
* Madeira ſome time; the buſineſs of the fleet 
Was completed, and we were to fail the 
3 following day. On that memorable morning 
] was late in bed, and had ſlept longer, but 
that one of the midſhipmen (an old com- 
panion) came down, and, between jeſt and 


little thought of, knew my danger, and was 


1 8 


earneſt, bid me ile; and, as I did not im- 
mediately comply, be cut down the ham- 
mock or bed in which J lay, which forced 
me to dreſs myſelf. I was very angry, but 
durſt not deten it. 1 was little aware how 
much his caprice affected me, and that 
this perſon, who had no deſign in what he 
did, was the meſſenger of God's providence. 
J ſaid little, but went upon deck, where I 
that moment ſaw a man putting his clothes 
: 5 a boat, who told me he was going to leave 
: Upon inquiring, I was informed that 
am men from a Guinea ſhip, which lay near 
us, had entered on board the Harwich, and 
that the Commodore (the preſent Sir George 
Pococht) had ordered the Captain to fond . 
two others in their room. My heart inſtantly 
burned like fire. I be egged the boat might _ 
be detained a few minutes; I ran to the = | 
Lieutenants, and intreated them to intercede 
uith the Captain that I might be diſmiſſed up- 
on this occaſion. Though I had been formerly 
upon ill terms with theſe officers, and had 
diſobliged them all in their turns, yet they 
had pitied my caſe, and were ready to ſerve 
me now. The Captain, who, when we were 
at Plymouth, had refufed to exchange me, 
" though at the requeſt of Admiral Medley, | 
was now eafily prevailed on. I believe in 
little more than half an hour from my being 


aſleep in my bed, I ſaw myſelf diſcharged, 


and ſafe on board another ſhip. This was 
one of the many critical turns of my lite, in 
which the Lord was Pee to diſplay his : 


(9) 


providence and care, by caufing many un- 
expected circumſtances to concur in almoſt 
an inſtant of time. Theſe ſudden opportu- 
nities were ſeveral times repeated : cach of 
them brought me into an entire new ſcene 
of k&ion; and they were uſually delayed to 

almoſt tlic laſt moment, in which they could 

have taken place. g 5 
The ſhip I went on board of was Loud to ©: 
5 Sierra Leon, and the adjacent parts of what 1 
is called the Windward Coaft of Africa. The 


commander I found was acquainted with my 


father; he received me very kindly, and 
made fair profeſſions of aſſiſtance; and, I 
believe he would have been my friend ; but, | 
without making the leaſt advantage of former - 
' miſtakes and troubles, I purſued the ſame 
courſe; nay, if poſhble, I ated much worle. 
On board: the Harwich, though my prin- 
ciples were totally corrupted, yet, as upon 
my firſt going there I was in ſome degree 
ſtaid and ſerious, the remembrance of this 
made me aſhamed of breaking out in that 
notorious manner I could otherwiſe have in- 
dulged. But now, entering amongſt ſtrangers, 
1 could appear without diſguiſe; "and 1 well 
remember, that while I was paſſing from the 
one ſhip to the other, this was one reaſon _ 
why I rejoiced in the exchange and one re- 
flection I made upon the occaſion, viz. 
- That I now might be as abandoned as 1 
< pleaſed, without any controul:“ and, from 
hte time, I was exceedingly vile indeed, 
Aide if any a ſhort of that animated ; 
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deſcription of an almoſt 5 ſtafe, 
which we have in 2 Peter ii. I not onl: 
ſinned with a high hand myſelf. but made it 
my ſtudy to tempt and ſeduce others ese 

every occaſion: nay, I eagerly ſought occa- 
ſion ſometimes to my own hazard and hurt. 
One natural conſequence of this carriage was, 
a loſs of the favour of my new Captain; not 
that he was at all religious or diſliked my 
- wickedneſs, any further than it affected his 
intereſt; but I became careleſs and diſobe- 
dient; 1 did not pleaſe him, becauſe I did 
not Jon 7 it; and, as he was a man of an 
odd temper likewiſe, we the more eaſily dif= {| 
agreed. Beſides, I had a little of that un- 
lucky wit which can do little more than 
multiply troubles and enemies to its poſſeſſor; 
and upon ſome imagined affront, I made a 
ſong in which I ridiculed his ſhip, his deſigns, 
and his perſon, and ſoon taught it to the 
wjhole ſhip's company. Such was the un- 
: grateful return I made for his offers of friend- 


ſhip and protection. J had mentioned no 


names, but the alluſion was plain, and he 
was no ſtranger either to the intention or the 
author. 
of my ſtory; let it be buried in eternal 
ſilence. But let me not be ſilent from the | 
praiſe of that grace which could pardon, that 
blood which eould expiate ſuch fins as mine,; 
pes, © the Ethiopian may change his ſkin, 
and the leopard his ſpots,” fince I, who was 
the willing flave of every evil, poſſeſſed with {| 
a legion of unclean pirits, have been ſpared, 


I ſhall ſay no more of this part 


a) 


| ant ſaved, and changed, to ſtand as 4 monu · 


ment of his almighty | power for ever. 
Thus I went on for about fix months, by 


which time the ſhip was preparing to leave 
the coaſt. A few days before ſhe failed the 
Captain died. T was not upon much better 
terms with his Mate, who now {ucceeded to 
the command, and had upon ſome occaſion 
treated me ill: I made no doubt, but, if I 
went with him to the Weſt Indies, he would 
put me on board a man of war; and this, 
from what I had known already, was more 
dreadful to me than death. To avoid it, I 1 
determined to remain in Africa, and amuſed - ; 
myſelf with many golden dreams, that here I — 
"hauld find an h of improving my 8 
fortune. _ 


There are till upon that part of the coaſt, 7 


a few white men ſettled (and there were 
many more at the time I was firſt there) 


whote buſineſs it was to purchaſe ſlaves, &c. - 


in the rivers and country adjacent, and fell 
them to the ſhips at an advanced price. One 
of theſe, who at firſt landed in my indigent 
cCircumſtances, had acquired conſiderable 
wealth: he had lately been in England, and 
was returning in the veſlel I was in, of which 
he owned a quarter part. His example im- 
preſſed me with hopes of the ſame ſucceſs; 
.and upon condition of entering into his ſer- 
vice, J obtained my diſcharge. I had not 
the precaution to make any terms, but truſted 
to his generoſity. I received no compenſa- 
tion for my time on board the hip, but a bill 


— —— 
— 
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upon the owners in England, which was never 
paid; for they failed before my return. The 
day before the veſſel failed I landed upon the 
iſland of Benanoes, with little more than the 


clothes upon my back, as if | had elcaped 
eee 5 


Lam, dear Sin, 


Yours, &c. 


1 DEAR oy e Copte 


Tun ſeems an important inſtruction, | 


and of frequent uſe, in theſe words of our 
dear Lord, © Mine hour is not yet come.“ 

The two following years, of which I am now 

do give ſome account, will ſeem as an abſo- _ 
lute blank in a very ſhort life: but as the 

/ Lord's hour of grace was not yet come, and 

I was to have ſtill deeper experience of the 

| dreadful ſtate of the heart of man, when left 

to itſelf; I have ſeen frequent caule ſince, to 

admire the mercy of the Lord in baniſhing 

me to thoſe diſtant parts, and almoſt exclud- 


ing me from human ſociety, at a time when 


I was big with miſchief, and, like one in. 
fected with a peſtilence, was capable of _ 
ſpreading a taint wherever I went. Had my 
affairs taken a different turn; had I ſacceeded 
in my deſigns, and Teialned ! in England, my 


1 


fad ſtory would probably have been worſe— 
Worſe in myſelf, indeed, I could have hardly 
been; but my wickedneſs would have had 


= greater ſcope ; I might have been very hurt- 
ful to others, and multiplied irreparable evils. 


but the Lord wiſely placed me where I could 
do little harm. The few I had to converle 


with were too much like myſelf, and I was 
| ſoon brought into ſuch abject circumſtances, TH 
that I was ; too low to have any influence. I 
was rather ſhunned. and deſpiſed than imi- 


| tated ; there being few even of the negroes 


1 themſelves (during the firſt year of my reſi- 7 


_ dence among them) but thought themſelves _ 
too good to ſpeak to me. I was as yet an 


 * outcaſt lying in my blood, ” (Exch. xvi. )-: 2 


and, to all appearance, expoſed to periſh; 
But the Lord beheld me with mercy—he did 
not ſtrike me to hell, as I Jullly deſerved; 
„ he paſſed by me a I was in my blood; 


and bid me live." But the appointed time 


for the manifeſt; ation of his love, to cover all 
my iniquities with the robe of his righteouſ- 
neſs, and to admit me to the privileges of his 
children, was not till long afterwards ; yet 


even now he bid me live; and I can only 
aſcribe it to bis ſecret upholding power, that 


what I ſuffered in a part of this interval, did 
not bereave me either of my life or ſenſes ; 0 
yet as by theſe ſufferings the force of my evil 


example and inclinations was leſſened, I have 


reaſon to account them amongſt my mercies. 
It may not, perhaps, be amiſs to digreſs 
for a tew lines, and give you a very brick 


(44) 


Ketch of the geography of the circuit I was 
now confined to, eſpecially as I may have 


frequent occaſion to refer to places J ſhall 


now mention; for my trade afterwards, when 
the Lord gave me to ſee better days, was 


chiefly to the ſame places, and with the ſame _ 


perſons, where and by whom I had been 
conſidered as upon a level with their meaneſt 


ſlaves. From Cape de Verd, the moſt ; 
| weſtern point of Africa, to Cape Mount, 
the whole coaſt is full of rivers : the principal 


are Gambia, Rio Grande, Sierra Leon, and 
Sherbro. Of the former, as it is well known, 
and I was never there, I need ſay nothing. 


The Rio Grande (like the Nile ) divides into | 


many branches near the ſea. On the moft 
| northerly, called Cacheo, the Portugueſe | 
have a ſettlement. The moſt ſouthern. © 
branch, known by the name of Rio Nuna, | 
15, or was, the uſual boundary of the white 


men's trade northward. Sierra Leon is a 5 
mountainous peninſula, uninhabited, and I | 


believe inacceſſible, upon account of the 5 
thick woods, excepting thoſc parts which 
lie near the water. The river is large and 
navigable. From hence about twelve e leagues ® 


d the ſouth- eaſt, are three contiguous iſlands, # 
called the Benanoes, about twenty miles in 


circuit: this was about the centre of the 
White men's reſidence. Seven leagues farter 
the ſame way lie the Plantanes, three ſmall 
iſlands, two miles diſtant from the continent 
gat the point which forms one ſide of the 
Slierbro. This river is more properly a found, 


o 


Can) 


running within a long iſland, and receiving 
the confluence of ſeveral large rivers, © rivers 
_ unknown lo ſong,” but far more deeply en- 
_ graven in my remembran % 
AIyber, The ſouthernmoſt of theſe has a 
very peculiar courle, almoſt parallel to the 
| coaſt; ſo that in tracing it a great many 
leagues upwards, it will ſeldom lead one 
above three miles, and ſometimes not more _ 
than half a mile from the ſea-ſhore. Indeed 
I know not, but that all theſe rivers may 
have communications. with each other, and 
with the fea in many places, which I have 
! not remarked. If you caſt your eyes upon a 


„than the Po or 


Hg large map of Africa, while you are reading 


$8 


this, you will have a general idea of the 
country I was 1n; for though the maps are 
very incorrect, moſt of the 5 


aces” I have 


mentioned are - inſerted, Aa lame 
= order: as J have named 8 „ 
My new maſter had formerly reſided near 


f Cape. Mount, but he now ſettled at the 
Plantanes, upon the largeſt of the three 
| iſlands, It is a low fandy iſland, about two 
miles in circumference, and aloft covered 
with palm-trees. We immediately began to 
phuild a houſe, and to enter upon trade, 1 
had now ſome defire to retrieve my loſt time, 
and to exert diligence in what was before 
me; and he was a man with whom 1 might 
have lived tolerably well, if he had not been 


ſoon influenced againſt me: but he was 
much under the direction of a black woman, 


who lived with him as a wife. She was a per- 


5 


Tis of ſome conſequence j in her own n country 3-1 
and he owed his firſt riſe to her intereſt. 

This woman (I know not for what reaſon) 
Was ſtrangely prejudiced againſt me from the 

| firſt; and, what made it {till worſe for me, 85 

was a ſevere fit of illneſs, which attacked me 
very ſoon, before I had opportunity to ſhew 
what I could or would do in his ſervice. 1 
Vas ſick when he failed in a ſhalop, to Rio 
At firſt! 
5 1 was taken ſome care of; but, as J did . 
recover very ſoon, ſhe grew weary, and en- 
I had ſometimes not a 
little difficulty to procure a draught of cold |} 
My bed |} 


| Nuna, and he left me in her hands. 


tirely neglected me. 
Mater, when burning with a fever. 
was a mat, ſpread upon a board or cheſt, and 
a log of wood my pillow. 


_ gladly have eaten, but there was no one gave 
unto me. 


| beggar docs an alms. 
and feeble, I dropped the plate. 


laugh at my diſappointment 3 
the table was Covered with diſhes (for {he 


When my fever 
left me, and my appetite returned, I would 


She lived in plenty herſelf, but 
hardly allowed me ſufficient to ſuſtain life, 
except now and then, when in the higheſt 
good humour, ſhe would fend me victuals in 
her own plate, after ſhe had dined; and this 
( o greatly was my pride humbled) I received 
with thanks and eagerneſs, as the molt needy 
Once, 1 well remem- 
ber, I was called to receive this bounty from 
her own hand; but, being exceedingly weak 
Thoſe who 
live in plenty can hardly conceive how this. 
Joſs touched me; but ſhe had the cruclty to 
and thouzh #þF 


nb af: e 
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wied much in the 2 uropean manner) the 


_ refuſed to give me any more. My diftreſs - 
has been at times ſo great, as to compel me 
to go, by night, and pull up roots in the 


plantation (thought . at the riſk of being 


puniſhed as a thief) which I have eaten raw 
upon the ſpot, for fear of diſcovery. The 
roots I ſpeak of are very wholeſome food, 
when backed or roaſted, but as unfit to be 
caten raw, in any quantity, as a potato. 
The conſequence of this diet, which, after 
the firſt experiment, [ always expected, and 


5 ſeldom miſſed, Was the fame as if I had 


FF 


taken tartar emetic; fo that I have often 

returned as empty as I went: yet neceſſity 
urged me to repeat the trial ſeveral times. 

I have ſometimes been relieved by ſtrangers ; 


ys even by the flaves in the . e Who 


not be "Wb to 30 it) rr chew, own Aencher 7 


pittance. Next to preſſing want, nothing 


fits harder upon the mind than org and 
contempt; and of this likewiſe I had an 


_ abundant meaſure. When I was very flowly _ 
| recovering, this woman would ſometimes pay 


me a viſit, not to pity or reheve, but to 
inſult me. She would call me worthleſs and 


indolent, and compel. me to walk, which 
when I could hardly do, ſhe would ict her 
# attendants to mimic my motions, to Opp 
their hands, laugh, throw limes at me; 
or, if they choſe to throw ſtones (as I think 
Was the caſe once or twice) they were not 
rebuked: but, in general, though all Who 


(| : —* 4s 5 5 
83 depended on her favour muſt join in her | 

E treatment, yet, when ſhe was out of ſight, [ 
. 1 was rather pitied than ſcorned by the _ 
| maegaaneſt of her ſlaves. At length my maſter- _ 


| 4 returned from his voyage; J complained of 
ill uſage, but he could not believe me; and, 
„ did it in her hearing, I fared no bekter 
for it. But! in his ſecond voyage he took me 
with him. We did pretty well for a while, 
Kill a brother trader he met in the river, per- 
ſiuaded him that I was unfaithful, and ſtole 
his goods in the night, or when he was on 
ſhore. This was almoſt the only vice I could | 
not be juſtly charged with: the only remains 
of a good education I could boaſt of, was 
what is commonly called honeſty : and, as | 
far as he had entruſted me, I had been " 
ways true; and though my great diſtreſs 
might, in ſome meaſure, have excuſed it, 1 
never once thought of defrauding him in 
the ſmalleſt matter. However, the charge 
Wi was believed, and I condemned without evi- 
wo _ dence. From that time he likewiſe uſed me 
very hardly; whenever he left the veſſel 1 
os was locked upon deck, with a pint of rice 
| for my day's allowance; and if he ſtaid 
| 


longer, I had no relief till his return. Indeed, 
1 I believe I ſhould have been nearly ſtarved, 
| : & for an opportunity of catching fith ſome- 4 


imes. When fowls were killed for his own. i 


— — > 


| | ſe, I ſeldom was allowed any part but the 
| entrails, to bait my hooks' with: and, at 
| what we call Aach water, that is, about the 
changing of the 1 when the current Was 


1 3 
— . W *2 
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il 1 uſed geben to fiſh (for at other x 
times it was not practicable) and I very often 


ſucceeded. If I ſaw a fiſh upon my hook, 


my joy was little leſs than any other perſon | 


may have found, in the accompliſhment of the 


| ſcheme he had moſt at heart. Such a fiſh, 


| haſtily broiled, or rather half burnt, without 


1 805 ſalt, or bread, has afforded me a 


delicious meal. If I caught none, 1 might, 


it I could, ſleep away my hunger till the 
next return of flack water, and then ay 
again. Nor did I ſuffer leſs from the in- 
| clemency of the weather and the want of 
clothes. The rainy ſeaſon was now advancing; 


my whole ſuit was a ſhirt, a pair of trowſers, 


a cotton handkerchiet inſtead of a cap, and 
a cotton cloth about two yards long, to ſup- 
ply the want of upper garments: and thus 
accoutred, I have been expoſed for twenty, 
thirty, perhaps near forty hours together, in 
inceffant rains, accompanied with ſtrong gales 
of wind, without the leaſt ſhelter, when my 
maſter was on ſhore, I feel to this day ſome 
faint returns of the violent pains I then con- 
tracted. The exceſſive cold and wet I en- 


dured in that voyage, and fo ſoon after I had 


 Fecovered from a long ſickneſs, quite broke 
my conſtitution and my ſpirits; the latter 
were ſoon reſtored, but the effects of the _ 
former ſtill remain with me, as a needful 


memento of the ſervice and the wages of ſin. 
In about two months we returned, and 


then the reſt of the time I remained with . 


5 


r FR Sy, 


£7 50 ) 
him was chiefly ſpent at the Pa under 
the ſame regimen as I have already men- 


_ tioned. My haughty heart was now brought 
down, not to a wholeſome repentance, not 
to the language of the prodigal ; this was far 
from me; but my ſpirits were ſunk; I loſt 
all reſolution, and almoſt all reflection. 1 
had loſt the fierceneſs which fired me when 
on board the Harwich, and which made me 
capable of the moſt deſperate attempts; but 
I Was no further changed than a tiger, tamed 
by hunger remove the occaſion and he will 
be as wild as ever.. 5 
One thing, though ſtrange, i 15 ; nl true. : 
Though deſtitute of food and clothing, de- 
| preſled to a degree beyond common wretched- 
Deſs, I could ſometimes collect my mind to 
mathematical ſtudies. I had bought Bar- 
- row's Euclid at Plymouth ; ; It was the only 
volume I brought on ſhore; it was always 
' with me, and I uſed to take it to remote 
| corners of the iſland by the ſea fide, and draw 
my diagrams with a long ſtick. upon the 
ſand. Thus I often beguiled my ſorrows, 
and almoſt forgot my feeling :—and thus, 
without any other aſſiſtance, I made myſelf, 
in a good meaſure, maſter of the firl fix 


books of Euclid, 
41 am, 


P Tours as before. 
JANUARY 17, 1763. 


1 . 4 o 
* * — 
* * . E * 1 0G 1 
2 . 5 _ 2 I 551 #0 the 3 7 1 N 4 2 
1 4 =. renn : , „ 
Ps . 3 4 —— I” "2008 . * 
. SPS D 1 b ip. eek, . W ? 
N ” - ö 6. £41 IE oo jo 2 * n 3 2 
n 33 28 OF 8 ae N 
8 RN 1 
. | 5 


* IT. 
__ « # _= 21 y 7 FX 
. _ n 2 p 1 n CES : a * _ EY . { 
— r wy * 5 „ 3 i A» 2 OT 
. r 1 CER. te. > 087. 0. LOSES - ow * 8 : 
— TY We”, itn Aa . on. : % CELL Es, * . : 3 
- — oe "Dx + HE 2 a * . 3 

— » « n £ 3 520 4 . 
e * . ed * % 
C35 2 : * : / 

& . : . + 

. 1 


12 


cc 


| 0 


3 


555 5 


(LETTER vr. 


DEAR 818, Sole 


Turns: is much oats ul ſpirit i in 1 : 
grateful acknowledgment of Jacob, © with 
my ſtaff I paſſed this Jordan, and now TI | 

am become two bands.” They are words 

which ought: to affect me with a peculiar 
emotion. I remember that ſome of thoſe. 
mournful days, to which my laſt letter refers, 
1 was buſied in planting ſome lime or lemon 
trees. The plants I put into the ground were 
no longer than a young goo/eberry buſh; _ 

my maſter and his miſtreſs paſſing by the 1 
place, ſtopped a while to look at me; at laſt, 
„Who knows,“ ſays he, who "nw but 


5 TY 


by the time theſe trees grow up and bear, 


DS. 


you may go home to England, obtain the 
command of a ſhip, and return to reap 
the fruits of your labours; we ſee ſtrange 
things ſometimes happen.” —This, as he 
1k intended it, was a cutting ſarcaſm. I believe 
he thought it full as probable, that I ſhould _ 
live to be king of Poland; yet it- proved a 
prediction, and they (one of them at leaſt) 
lived to fee me return from England, in the 
7 capacity he had mentioned, and pluck ſome © * 
of the firſt limes from thoſe very trees. How 
can 1 proceed in my relation, till 1 raiſe a a 
monument to the divine goodneſs, by com- 
paring the circumſtances in which the Lord 


has ſince placed me, with what I was at that | 


. 
4 


——— - 
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'Z time! Had you ſeen me, Sir, then go ſo 


penſive and ſolitary in the dead of night to 
walh my one ſhirt upon the rocks, and after- 


wards put it on wet, that it might dry 


upon my back, while 1 ſlept; had you ſeen 


me ſo poor a figure, that when a ſhip's boat 


came to the iſland, ſhame. often conſtrained 


me to hide my ſelf i in the woods, from the 


fight of Fan n ; eſpecially, had you known 
that my conduct, principles and heart were 


fitill darker than my outward condition—how : 


little would you have imagined, that one, 
| who fo fully anſwered to the“ roma nas fuers 
of the apoſtle, was reſerved to be fo peculiar | 
an inſtance of the providential care, and 
_ exuberant goodneſs of God. There was, at 


that time, but one earneſt deſire in my heart, . 
which was not contrary and ſhocking both to 


: rehigion and reaſon; that one deſire, though | 
my vile licentious life rendered me peculiarly 
unworthy of ſucceſs, and though a thouſand _ 
difficulties ſeemed to render it impoſſible, 
the Lord was pleaſed to gratify. But this 
favour, though great, and greatly prized, 


Was a {mall thing compared to the bleſſings 


of his grace : be ſpared me, to give me the 


„ knowledge of himſelf, in the perſon of 
4 Jeſus Chriſt” in love to my ſoul he de- | 
= nd me n the pit of corruption, and | 
caſt all my aggravated fins behind his back. _ 
He brougl.t my feet into the paths of peace. ES 


— This 1 15 indecd the chief article, but it is : 


2 Hateful, and hating one 3 


1 


55 not the whale: When he made me accept · 


able to himſelf in the beloved, he gave me 
favour in the ſight of others. He raiſed me 
new friends, protected and guided me through 
a long ſeries of dangers, and crowned every 
day with repeated mercies. To him I owe 
it that 1 am ſtill alive, and that [ am not 


ſtill living in hunger, and in thirſt, and in 


nakedneſs, and the want of all things: into 
that ſtate I brought myſelf, but it was he 
who delivered me. He has given me an eaſy 
| ſituation. in life, ſome. experimental know - 
ledge of his goſpel, a large acquaintance 
amongſt his people, a friendſhip and corre- 
| ſpondence with ſeveral of his moſt honoured _ 
ſeirvants.—But it is as difficult to enumerate | 
my preſent advantages, as it is fully to de- 
ſeribe the evils and muleries of the preceding 
contraſt. . 
— 44 know not exactly Las long things con- 
tinued with me thus, but I believe near a 


twelvemonth. In this interval I wrote two 


or three times to my father; I gave him an 

account of my condition, and defired his 
aſſiſtance, intimating at the ſame time, that 
I had reſolved not to return to England, un- 


leſs he was pleaſed to fend for me; I have - 
5 likewiſe letters by me, wrote to Mrs.“ >” 


in that diſmal period; fo that at the loweſt 
ebb, it ſeems I ſtill retained a hope of ſeeing 
her again. My father applied to his friend 


in Live- Hool, of whom I have ſpoken before, 
5 — who orders accordingly to a captain of 


ld i 


5 1 


his, who was then fitting out for Gambia and 


a Sierra Leon. 


Scocme time within the year, as 147. aid J 
TI obtained my maſter's conſent to live with. 
| another trader, who dwelt upon the ſame 
ifland. Without his conſent I could not be 
| taken, and he was unwilling to do it ſooner, 
but it was then brought about. This was 
an alteration much to my advantage; I was 
Toon decently clothed, lived in plenty, was 
_ conſidered as a companion, and truſted with _ 
the care of all his domeſtic effects, which were 
to the amount of ſome thouſand pounds. 
This man had ſeveral factories and white 
ſervants in different places, particularly ne 
in Kittum, the river I ſpoke of which runs ſo 
near along the ſea coaſt. I was ſoon appointed 
to go there; where I had a ſhare in the 
management of buſineſs, jointly with another 
of his ſervants : we lived as we pleaſed, buſi- 
neſs flouriſhed, and our employer was ſatis- 
Ned. Here 1 began to be wretch enough to 


"think myſelf happy. There is a fignificant 
phraſe frequently uſed in thoſe parts, that 


| ſuch a white man is grown black. It does 


not intend an alteration of complexion, but 


diſpoſition, IJ have known ſeveral, who, 

ſettling in Africa after the age of thirty or 
forty, have at that time of life been gradu- 
ally aſſimilated to the tempers, cuſtoms, and 
| ceremonies of the natives, ſo far as to prefer 

that country to England; they have even 


become dupes to all the pretended charms, 


: necromances, amulets, aud divinations . 


tu) 


the blinded negroes, and put more truſt in 
ſuch things than the wiſer fort among the 
natives. A part of this ſpirit of infatuation 
was growing upon me (in time perhaps _ 
| might have yielded to the whole); I entered _ 
into cloſer engagements with the inhabitants, 
and ſhould have lived and died a wretch ' 


amongſt them, if the Lord had not watched 


cover me for good. Not that I had loſt thoſe _ 
deen Which chiefly engaged my heart to 
England, but deſpair of ſeeing them accom- 
pliſhed made me willing to remain where 1 
was. I thought could more eaſily bear the 
diſappointment i in this ſituation than nearer _ 
home. But, ſo ſoon as I had fixed my con- 
nections and plans with theſe views, the Lord 
providentially interpoſed to break them in 


Pieces, and fave me from ruin in ſpite of 
myſelf. 


10 the mean time, 1 the ſhip that had orders 


to bring me home arrived at Serra Leon: 

the Captain made inquiry for me there and 
at the Bonanas; but underſtanding that I 

Was at a great diſtance in the country he 
thought no more about me. Without doubt 


the hand of God directed my being placed 


at Kiltam juſt at this time; for, as the ſhip _ 
came no nearer than the Bonanas, and ftaid 
but a few days, if I had been at the Plan- 


fanes I could not perhaps have heard of her 


till ſhe had been failed. The ſame muſt 
have certainly been the event, had I been 
ſent to any other fackory, of which my new 


5 
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: maſter had ſeveral upon different rivers But =. 

though the place I was at was a long way up 
a river, much more than a hundred miles 
diſtant from the Plantanes, yet, by the 
peculiar ſituat ion which I have already noticed, 

I was ſtill within a mile of the ſea coaſt. Fo. 
make the interpoſition more remarkable, 1 5 
was at that very juncture going in queſt of 
trade to a place at ſome diſtance directly 


from the ſea, and ſhould have ſet out a day 


or two before, but that we waited for a few _ 
articles from the next ſhip that offered, to 
complete the aſſortment of goods I was to 
take with me. We uſed ſometimes to walk 
to the beach, in expectation of ſeeing a veſ- 
ſel paſs by, but this was very precarious, as 
at that time the place was not at all reſorted _ 
to by ſhips for trade. Many paſſed in the 
night, others kept at a conſiderable diſtance 
from the ſhore. In a word, I do not know 
that any one had ſtopped while 1 was there, 
though ſome had before, upon obſerving a 
ſignal made from the ſhore. In February _ 
1747, (I know not the exact day) my tellow- _ 
ſervant walking down to the beach in the 
forenoon, ſaw a veſſel ailing paſt, and made 
a ſmoke in token of trade. She was already 
a little beyond the place, and, as the wind 
was fair, the Captain was in ſome demur _ 
whether to ſtop or not : however, had my 
companion been half an hour later, ſhe would 
have been gone beyond recal ; but he ſoon ſaw 
her come to an anchor, and went on board 
in a canoe; and this proved the very ſhip 1 
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5 have ſpoken of. One of the firſt Fenn 8 5 
he was aſked was concerning me; and when 
the Captain underſtood I was lo near, he 


came on ſhore to deliver his meſſage. Had 
an invitation from home reached me, when 


I was fick and ſtarving at the Plantanes, 1 
ſhould have received it as life from the dead; 


but now, for the reaſons already given, 1 


heard it at firſt with indifference. The Cap- 
tain, unwilling to. loſe me, told a ſtory al- 
Z together of his own framing; he gave me a 
very plauſible account, how he had miſſed a 
large packet of letters and papers, which he 
| ſhould have brought with him; but this, he 
3, faid, he was ſure of, having had it from my 
3 father's own mouth, as well as from his 


employer, that a perſon lately dead had left 


me 400l. per annum ; adding further, that 
if I was any way embarraſſed in my circum- 


ſtances, he had expreſs orders to redeem me, 


though it ſhould cott one half of his cargo. 
Every particular of this was falſe; nor could 


I myſelf believe what he faid about: the 


an aged relation, 1 thought a part of it moat 


be true. But I was not long in ſuſpenſe: 


the hope: of ſeeing her, and the poſſibility, 


that accepting this offer might once more 
Put me in a way of gaining her hand, pre- 


Bo. 


! eſtate; but, as I had ſome expectations from 


— 


for though my father's care and deſire to ſee 
me had too little weight with me, and would 
have been intufficient to make me quit my . 


3 retreat, yet theremembrance of Mrs.- „ 


—— . ¶ p — 
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vailed over all lber conſiderations. The 
Captain further promiſed, (and in this he 
- kept his word) that I ſhould lodge in his 
cabin, dine at his table, and be his ee 
ee without expecting any ſervice from 
| And thus I was ſuddenly treed from a 
: caivity of about fifteen months. I had 
neither a thought nor a deſire of this change 
one hour before it took place. I embarked with 
bim. and in a few hours loſt fight of R/ ͥ᷑. 
How much is their blindnefs to be pitied, 
who can ſee nothing but chance 1 in events of 
this fort! So blind and ſtupid was I at that 
time, I made no reflection. 1 ſought ny. -- 
direction in what had happened: like a wave 
5 of the ſea driven with the wind, and toſſed, 
I was governed by preſent appearances, and 
| looked no farther. But he, who is eyes to 
the blind, was leading me in a N that 1 
5 knew not- 
No. 1 am in lone meaſure enlightened, | 
I can eaſily perceive that it is in the adjuſt- 
ment and concurrence of theſe ſeemingly for- 
tuitous circumſtances, that the ruling Power 
and wiſdom of God is moſt evidently diſ- 
played in human affairs. How many ſuch 
caſual events may we remark in the hiſtory 
of Joſeph, which had each a neceſſary in- 
fluence in his enfuing promotion ! If he had 
not dreamed, or if he had not told his dream; 
 —if the Midianites had paſſed by a day 
| ſooner or a day later; if they had ſold him 
to any perſon but Potiphar ; if his miſtreſs 
had been a better woman; if Pharaol's 


; 
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other manner or time than they did, all that 


followed had been prevented; the promites 
and purpoſes of God concerning 1/rael, their 
bondage, .deliverances, polity, and. ſettle- _ 
ment, "muſt have failed; and, as all theſe 
things tended to, and centred in Chriſt, 
the promiſed Saviour, the defire of all nations 
would not have appeared; mankind had been 
till in their ſins, without hope, and the 
counſels of God's eternal love in favour of 
ſinners defeated. Thus we may ſee a con- 
nection between Joſe pls firſt dream, and the 
death of our Lord Chriſt, with all its glori- 
ous conſequences. So ſtrong, though ſecret, | 
is the concatenation between the greateſt and 
the Smalleſt events! What a comfortable 
thought is this to a believer to know, that 
amidit all the various interfering deſigns of 
men, the Lord has one conſtant deſign which 
he cannot, will not miſs, namely, his own 
glory in the complete ſalvation of his people; 
and that he is wiſe, and ſtrong, and faithful, 
to make even thoſe things, which ſeem con- 
ay to this deſign, ſublervient to promote 
it. You have allowed me to comment upon 
1 toy own text, yet the length of this obſerva- 
tion may need ſome apology. Believe me to 
| be, with great reſpect, 


DAR SIR, 


Vour affectionate and obliged ſervant, 


JANUARY 18, 1763. 


; cer had not diſp leaſed their 104 or r if 
any, or all theſe things had fell out in any 


1 


LETTER VII. 


"DEAR SIR, : 


Tas this 1 was now on 3 as a 4 = 


ſenger, was on a trading voyage for gold, 
ory, dyers' wood, and bees' war. It re- 
quires much longer time to collect a cargo 
of this ſort than of ſlaves. The Captain 
began his trade at Gambia, had been already 


four or five months in Africa, and continued 
there a year, or thereabouts, ter I was with 
him; in which time we ranged the whole 


cCoaſt, as far as Cape Lopez, which lies about 
a degree ſouth of the Equinoctial, and more 
than a thouſand miles farther from England 


| than the place where I embarked. 1 have 


little to offer worthy your notice, in the 
courſe of this tedious voyage. I had no 
| buſineſs to employ my thoughts, but ſome- 
times amuſed myſelf with mathematics: ex- 
cepting this, my whole life, when awake, 
was a courſe of moſt horrid impiety and 

Profaneneſs. I know not that I bave ever 
fiunce met ſo daring a blaſphemer : not con- 
tent with common oaths and imprecations, 
I daily invented new ones; fo that I was 


often ſeriouſſy reproved by the Captain, who 
Vas himſelf a very paſſionate man, and not at 
all circumſpett 1 in his expreſſions. From the 


relation I at times made him of my paſt ad- 
- ventures, and what he ſaw of my conduct, 

and eſpecially towards the cloſe of the voyage 
=, when we met with many diſaſters, he would 
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e tell me that, to his great grief, he had 
a Jonah on board; that a curſe attended me 
wherever I went; oY that all the troubles 1 
he met with in the voyage, were owing to 
his having taken me into the veſſel. I ſhall 
omit any further particulars, and after men- 
tioning an inſtance or two of the Lord's 
mercy to me, while J was thus defying his 
power and patience, I ſhall proceed to ſome· 

” thing more worthy your peruſal. 


Although I lived Jong in the excels of 1 


moſt every other extravagance, I never was 
fond of drinking; and my father has often 
been heard to ſay, that while I avoided 
drunkenneſs, he ſhould ſtill entertain hopes 
of my recovery. But ſometimes I would 
promote a drinking-bout for a frolic-ſake, as 
1 termed it; for though I did not love the 
liquor, I was fold to do iniquity, and de- 
lighted in miſchief. The laſt abominable 
0 frolic of this fort I engaged in, was in the 
river Gabon; the propolal and expence were 
my own, Four or fi.e of us one evening ſat 


down upon deck, to ſee who could hold bout 


longeſt in drinking geneva and rum alter- _ 
nately; a large ſea-Ihell ſupplied. the place 
Of A glaſs. J was very unfit for a challenge 
of this ſort, for my head was always incapa- 
ble of bearing much ſtrong drink. How- 
euer, I began and propoſed the firſt toaſt, 
which, I well remember, was ſome impreca- 
tion againſt the perſon who ſhould fart firſt. 
—This proved to be myſeli,—My brain was 


ſoon fired —] aroſe, and danced about the 
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deck like a madman ; 3 and while J was thus | 
diverting my companions, my hat went over- 
board. "By the light of the moon I ſaw the 


ſhip's boat, and eagerly threw myſelf over 


the fide to get into her, that I. might re- 
cover my bat. My fght in that circum- 
ſtance deceived me, for the boat was not 
weithin my reach, as I had thought, but 
perhaps twenty feet from the ſhip's fide. 
I was, however, half over- board, and ſhould 
in one moment more have plunged myſelf 
into the water, when oro 1cbody catched hold : 
f my clothes behind, and. pulled me back. 
This was an amazing eſcape, for I could not 
ſwim if J had been ſober; ; the tide ran very 
: ſtrong, my companions were too much in- 
toxicated to ſave me, and the reſt of the 
fhip's company were aſleep. So near 1 was, 
to appearance, of periſhing in that dreadful 
condition, and ſinking into eternity under 1 
the weight of my own <urſet 
Another time, at Cape Lopez, ſome of. us 
oo: bad been 1 in the woods, and ſhot a buffalo or 
_ wild cow; we brought a part of it on board, 
and carefully marked the place (as I thought) 
where we left the remainder. In the even- 
ing we returned to fetch it, but we ſet out 
too late. I undertook to be their guide, but 
night coming on before we could reach the 
palace, we loſt our way Sometimes we were 
in ſwamps up to the middle in water, and 
when we recovered dry land, we could not 
tell whether we were walking towards the 
hip. Or wandering farther from her.— Every 


* 
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FR x increaſed our uncertainty. Ahe night 

| grew darker, and we were entangled Pin 8 

i 1nextricable woods, where, perhaps, the foot 

of man had never trod before. That part 
of the country is entirely abandoned to wild 
beaſts, with which it prodigiouſly abounds. 
We were indeed in a terrible caſe, having 
neither light, food, nor arms, and expecting 
24 tiger to Tuſh from behind every tree. The 
tars were clouded, and we had no compaſs 
to form a judgment which way we were 
going. Had things continued thus, we had 
Probably periſhed : but it pleaſed God, no 
| heaſt came near us; and, after ſome hours 
perplexity, the moon aroſe, and pointed out 

| the eaſtern quarter. It appeared then, as 

1 e had expected, that inſtead of drawing 4 
3 Pte to the ſea- ſide, we had been. penetrating - I 

into the country; but, by the guidance of -- 

1 the moon, we at length came to the water- - 

' fide, a conſiderable diſtance from the ſhip- 
.We got ſafe on board, without any other 4 
inconvenience than what we ſuffered from 
fear and fatigue. ö 2 
Thoſe and many other lia were 
5 all, at that time, entirely loſt upon me. The 
admonitions of conſcience, which, from ſuc- _ 
ceſſive repulſes, had grown weaker and weaker, — 
at length entirely ceaſed; and for a ſpace, of 2 

many months, if not for ſome years, I can- 
not recollect, that I had a ſingle check of 
that ſort. At times I have been viſited with 

| ſickneſs, and have believed myſelf near to 
death, but I had not the leaſt concern about 


. 
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-the conſequences. Ina word, 1 ſeemed to 
have every mark of final impenitence and re- 
jection; neither judgments nor mercies s made „„ 
| the leaſt impreſſion on me. „„ 
At length, our buſineſs finiſhed, we left . 
Cape Lopez, and after a few days ſtay at the 
iſland of Amabond, to lay in proviſions, e 
failed homeward about the beginning of Jan- 
wary, 1748. From Annabona to England, 
without touching at any intermediate port, 
Is a very long navigation, perhaps more than 
ſeven thouſand miles, if we include the cir- 
=... Cutts neceflary to be made on account of the 
trade-winds. We failed firſt weſtward, till! 
near the coalt of Braxil, then northward, to e 
the banks of Newfoundland, with rhe uſual 8 . 
viariations of wind and weather, and without 
| meeting any thing extraordinary. On theſe 
banks we ſtopped half a day to fiſh for cod: 
| this was then chicfly for diverſion; we had 
_ proviſions enough, and little expected thoſe. 
fiſh (as it afterwards proved) would be all we 
ſhould have to ſubſiſt on. We left the banks 
March the firſt, with a hard gale of wind - 
_ weſterly, which puſhed us faſt homewards. I 
ſhould here oblerve, that with the length of this 
voyage in a hot climate, the veſſel was greatly 
cout of repair, and very unfit-to ſupport ſtormy 
weather: the ſails and cordage were likewite _ 
very much worn out, and many ſuch cir- 
cumſtances concurred to render what followed 
more dangerous. I think it was on the nintn 
of March, the day before our cataſtrophe, 
that felt a thoug ;ht pals through my mind 
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which I had long been a ranger to. Among 
the few books we had on board, one was 


255 Stanhope's Thomas d Kempis; I careleſsly 
took it up, as I had often done before, to 

I. pals away the time; but I had till read it 
with the ſame indifference as if it was entirely HT 


a romance. However, while I was reading 5 
this time, an involuntary ſuggeſtion aroſe in 


my mind —what if theſe things ſhould be 


true? T could not bear the force of the in- 
5 ference, as it related to mylelf, and there- 
fore ſhut the book preſently. My conſcience - 
witneſſed againſt me once more, and I con- 
cluded that, true or falſe, I mult abide the 
conſequences of my own choice, I put an 
abrupt end to theſe reflections, by 3 Joining in 
with ſome vain converſation or other that 5 
came in my way? ; 
But now the Lord 7. time was come, and 


the conviction I was fo unwilling to receive, 


was deeply impreſſed upon me by an awful 
diſpenſation, I went to bed that night in 


my uſual ſecurity and indifference, but was 


awakened from a ſound fleep by the force of 
a violent ſea which broke on board us; ſo 
much of it came down below 8 filled the 


cabin | lay in with water. This alarm was 
followed by a cry from the deck, that the 
S fhip was going down, or ſinking. As ſoon as 
I could fecover myſelf, I effayed to go upon 


deck, but was met upon the ladder by the 


Captain, who deſired me to bring a knife with : . 


me. While I returned for the knife ano- 
5 ther perſon went up in my room, who pen PLN 


* 
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1 2 ";aflanitty waſhed overboard. We'had no . . 
__ fare to lament him, nor did we expect to ſur- - | 
vive him long; for we ſoon found the ſhip 
was filling with water very faſt. The ſea had | 
torn away the upper timbers on one fide, and 
made a mere wreck in a few minutes. I ſhall 
not affect to deſcribe this diſaſter in the ma- 
tine dialect, which would be underſtood by 
few, and therefore 1 can give you but a very {| 
inadequate idea of it. Taken in all circum- © 
ſtances it was aſtoniſhing, and almoſt mira- 
culous, that any of us ſurvived to relate the 
ſtory. We had immediate recourſe to tage 
pumps, but the water increaſed againſt our 
efforts: ſome of us were ſet to bailing in | 
another part of the veſſel, that is, to lade it 1 
out with buckets and pails. We had but 
eleven or twelve people to ſuſtain this ſervice; 
and, notwithſtanding all we could do, ſne 
vas full, or very near it; and then with a 
common cargo, ſhe muſt have ſunk of courſe: 
but we had a great quantity of bees wax and 
wood on board, which were ſpecifically lighter 
than the water; and as it pleaſed God that 
we received this ſhock in the very criſis of 
-the- gale, towards morning we were enabled 
to employ ſome means for our fafety, which 
ſucceeded beyond hope. In about an hour's 
time the day began to break, and the wind 
abated. We expended moſt of our clothes 
and bedding to ſtop the leaks (though the 
weather was exceeding cold, eſpecially to us 
 whohadfo lately left a hot climate) over theſe 
voc nalled pieces of boards, and at laſt mere 


4 


- ceived the water abate. At the beginning of 

= this hurry, I was little affected; I pumped 
- hard, and endeavoured to animate myſelf and 
my companions: I told one of them that in 
a few days this diſtreſs would ſerve us to talk 


of, over a glaſs of wine; but he being a leſs 


| hardened ſinner than myſelf, replied with tears, 
No, it is too late now.” About nine 
o' clock, being almoſt ſpent v ith cold and la- 
bour, I went to ſpeak with the Captain, who 
was buſicd elſewhere, and juſt as I was return- 
ing from him, I faid, almoſt without any 
meaning, If this will not do, the Lord have 
mercy upon us.” This (though ſpoken with 
7 little reflection) was the firſt defire I had 
[1 breathed for mercy for the ſpace of many , 


years. I was inſtantly ſtruck with my own 


words, and as Jehu {aid once, What haſt thou _ 


to do with peace? ſo it directly occurred, 


What mercy can there be for me? 1 was 5 
bobliged to return to the pump, and there 1 
continued till noon, almoſt every paſſing wave 
breaking over my head; but we made our- 
ſelves fait with ropes, that we might not be 
waſhed away. Indeed I expected that every 
time the vellel deſcended i in the ſea, ſhe would 
riſe no more; and though I dreaded. death 
moto, and my heart foreboded the worſt, if 
the ſcriptures. which I had long ſince op- 


poſed, were indeed true; yet ſtil] I was but 


half convinced, and remained for a ſpace of 
time in a ſullen frame, a mixture of deſpair 


and impatience, | thougt if the chriſtian 2 


* 


_ Teligion was true, I could not be forgiven; and 
was therefore expecting, and almoſt, at times, 
: wiſhing to know the worſt of it . e 


„„ 
5 Four's, &. 
JANUARY 10 1763. „„ 
LETTER vIII. 


| DFAR $1R, 5 


to the helm and ſteered the ſhip till midnight, 


excepting a ſmall interval for refreſhment. I 
bad here leiſure and convenient oppor- 
tunity for reflection: I began to think of 
my former religious profeſſions, the extraor- 
dinary turns in my life; the calls, warnings, 
and deliverances I had met with, the licen- 
tious courſe of my converſation, particularly 
my unparalleled effrontery in making the gol 


Tux tenth (that is in the preſent ſtyle the * 

__ twenty-firſt) of March, is a day much to be 
remembered by me, and I have never ſuffered 
itt to paſs wholly unnoticed fince the year 
1748. On that day the Lord ſent from on 
high, and delivered me out of the deep wa- 
| ters. —T continued at the pump from three in 
the morning till near noon, and then I could 
do no more: I went and lay down upon m] 
bed, uncertain and almoſt indifferent whether 

I ſhould riſe again. In an hour's time I was |} 
called, and not being able to pump, I went ' 
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pel hiſtory (Ghich I ; dul not. now be fits: 


was falſe, though I was not yet affared it was 


true) the conſtant ſuhject of profane ridicule. - 


1 thought, allowing the ſcripture premiſes, _ 


there never was nor could be ſuch a ſinner 
as myſeif, and then comparing the advantages 
1 had broken through, I concluded, at frſt, 
that my fins were too great to be forgiven. — 
The ſcripture likewilc ſeemed to ſay the fame; 
for I had formerly becn well acquainted with 
the Bible, and many paſſages, upon this oc- 
caſion, returned upon my memory, particu- 
larly thoſe awful paſſages, Prov. i. 24—3 1. 
eb. vi. 4, 6. and 2 Pet. ii. 20. which ſeemed 
ſo exactly to ſuit my caſe and character, as to 
bring with them a preſumptive proof of a di- 


vine original. Thus, as J have ſaid, I waited, - 


with fear and impatience to receive my inevit- 
able doom. Let, theugh I had thoughts of 

this kind, they were exceeding faint and diſ- 
Proportionate ; it was not till long after (per- 
haps ſeveral years) till 1 bad gained ſome 
clear views of the infinite righteouſneſs and 


| grace of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, that I had 
a deep and ſtrong apprehenſion of my ſtate 


by nature and practice, and perhaps, till then 
I could not have borne the fight. So won- 


3 derfully does the Lord Proportion the diſ- 


coveries of ſin and grace; for he knows our 
frame, and that if he was to put forth the great- 
nets of his power, a poor ſinner would be in- 
ſtantly overwhelmed, and cruſhed as a moth, _ 
But to return; when I ſaw, beyond all prob- 
Hs there - was till hope of e and 
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herd about fix in the evening that the ſhip 
Vas freed from water, there aroſe a gleam of 
hope. I thought I ſaw the hand of God diſ- 
played in our favour, I began to pray; I | 
could not utter the prayer of faith, I could | 

not draw near to a reconciled God and call 
bim father: my prayer was like the cry of 


the ravens, which yet the Lord does not if. 


dain to hear. I now began to think of that 
Jeſus whom I had fo often derided ; I recol- | 
lected the particulars of his life and of his | 
death; a death for fins not his own, but, as 
— membered, for the ſake of thoſe who, 10-4 


their diſtreſs, ſhould put their truſt in him. 


And now I chiefly wanted evidence The 
comfortleſs principles of infidelity were deeply | 


krilveted, and I rather wiſhed than beheved 


_ theſe things were real facts. You will pleaſe Þ 
to obſerve, Sir, that I collect the ſtrain of the | 
reaſonings and exerciſes of my mind in one | 

- view; but do not fay that all this paſſed at 


one time. The Pan. queſtion now was, how 


to obtain faith? I ſpeak not of an ap- 

Propriating faith (of which I then knew nei- | 
ther the nature nor neceſſity) but how 1 8 
 * ſhould gain an aſſurance that the ſcriptures 7 


were of a divine inſpiration, and a ſufficlent W 


_ warrant for the exerciſe of truſt and hope in 
God. One of the firſt helps I received (in 
conſequence of a determination to examine 
the New Teſtament more carefully) was 
from Luke xi. 13. Thad been ſenſible, that 
to profeſs faith in Jeſus Chriſt, when in re- 
ality I did not believe his hiſtory, was no 
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8 | better than a mockery of the heart- ſearchin 
God; but here I found a ſpirit ſpoken of 
which was to be communicated to thoſe Who 
aſk it. Upon this I reaſoned thus: if this 
boob is true, the promiſe in this paſſage muſt 
be true likewiſe: I have need of that VF 26 
ſpirit, by which the whole was wrote, in 
order to underſtand it aright. He has en- 


: gaged here to give that ſpirit to thoſe who 


aſk. I muſt therefore pray for it, and, if it 

is of God, he will make good his own word. 

1 My purpoſes were ſtrengthened by John vii. 
17. TI concluded from thence, that though _ 
1 could not ſay from my heart, that I be- 

lieved the goſpel, yet I would, for the pre- 

ſent, take it for granted; and that, by ſtudy-  _ RK 
ing it in this light, I ſhould be more and 

| more confirmed in it. If what I am writing 

{ could be peruſed by our modern infidels, they 

| would fay (for I too well know their man- 
ner) that I was very defirous to perſuade my- 

ſelf into this opinion. I confeſs 1 was, and 

| ſo would they be, if the Lord ſhould ſhew _ 

| them, as he was pleaſed to ſhew me at that 

time, the abſolute neceſſity of ſome expe- 
dient to interpoſe between a righteous God 

anda ſinful foul; upon the goipel ſcheme 1 

= faw, at leaſt, a peradventure of hope, but on 
every other fide I was furrounded with black | 


unfathomable deſpair. 
The wind was now moderate, but con- 


| tinued fair, and we were ſtill drawing nearer 


to our port. We began to recover from our 


_ conſternation, though we were greatly alarmed _ 
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by our circumſtances. We found, that, the 85 
water having floated all our moveables in 
the bold, all the caſks of proviſion had been 
| beaten'to picces by the violent motion of 
the hip: on the other hand, our live ſtock, | 
ſuch as pigs, ſheep and poultry, had been ? 
waſhed over-board in the ſtorm. In effect, 
all the proviſions we ſaved, except the fiſh 
I had mentioned, and ſome food of the pulſe _ 
kind, which uied to be given to the hogs, *' 
(and there was but little of this left) all our 
other proviſions would have ſubſiſted us but 
a week at ſcanty allowance. The ſails too 
were moſtly blown away, ſo that we advanced | 
but ſlowly, even while the wind was fair. 
We imagined. ourſelves about a hundred 
leagues from the land, but were in reality 
much farther. Thus we proceeded with an 
alternate prevalence of hope and fear.— My 


leiſure time was chiefly employed in reading 


and meditating on the ſcripture, and praying 
to the Lord for mercy and inſtruction. 
Things continued thus for four or five _ 
day S, Or perhaps longer, till we were awakened 

one morning by the joyful ſhouts of the watch 
upon deck proclaiming the ſight of land. We 

| were all ſoon raiſed at the ſound. The dawn- 

ing was uncommonly beautiful, and the light 
(juſt ſtrong enough to diſcover diſtant ny: - 
preſented us with a gladdening proſpect : it 
ſeemed a mountainous coaſt, about 3 5 
miles from us, terminating in a cape or point, 
and a little farther two or three ſmall iſlands, 
or hommocks, as if juſt riſing out of the wa- 
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—_— the appearance and poſition ſeemed ex- : 
actly anſwerable to our hopes, reſembling the 

- north-weſt extremity of {reland, which we 
voere ſteering for. We ſincerely congratulated 25 
|} each other, making no doubt, but that if the 
wind continued, we ſhould be in ſafety and 
plenty the next day. The ſmall remainder | 
of our brandy (which was reduced to little 


1 more than a pint) was, by the Captain's or- 


. * 
— —K os * 


ders, diſtributed amongſt us; he adding at 
the ſame time, % We ſhall ſoon have brand 
enough.“ We likewiſe eat up the reſidue f 
our bread for joy of this welcome ſight, and 
were in the condition of men ſuddenly re- 
prieved from death. While we were thus 
alert, the Mate with a graver tone than the 
reſt, ſunk our ſpirits by ſaying, that © he 


wiſhed it might prove land at laſt. 1 If one Fo 


of the common ſailors had firſt ſaid fo, I know _ 
not but the reſt would have beat him for raiſ- 
ing ſuch an unreaſonable doubt. It brought 
on, however, warm dchatcs and diſputes whe- 
ther it was land or no; but the cafe was 


on unanſwerably decided, for the day was 


advancing faſt, and in a little time, one oß 
_ our fancied {lands began to grow 1ed, from 
the approach of the ſun which ſoon aroſe juſt 
under it. In a word, we had been prodigal 
of our bread and brandy too haſtily; ; our land 

was literally in nubibus, nothing but clouds, 


and in half an hour more the whole appear- 7: 


ance was diſſipated. —Seamen have often 
Known deceptions of this Tort, but in our 
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extremity we were loath to be undeceived. 5 
However, we comforted ourſelves, that though _ 
ue could not ſee the land, yet we ſhould. 

| ſoon, the wind hitherto continuing fair; Büt 
alas, we were deprived of this hope likewile ! 
hat very day our fair wind ſubſided into 
aa calm, and the next morning the gales 
ſprung up from the ſouth-caſt, directly againſt 
us, and continued ſo for more than a fort- 
night afterwards. The ſhip was fo wrecked, 
that we were obliged to keep the wind always 
on the broken ſide, unleſs the weather was 
8 quite moderate: thus we were driven by the 
wind fixing in that quarter, ſtill further from 
our port, to the northward of all Treland, as 
far as the Lerois or weſtern iſlands of Scotland, ® 
but a long way to the weſtward. In a word, | 
our ſation was fuch as deprived us of any E 
hope of being relieved by other veſlels: it 
may indeed be queſtioned whether our hip 
was not the very firſt that had been in 
that part of the Ocean, at the ſame leaton of 
the year. | 


Proviſions now Dans to grow very mort; 


the half of a ſaltecdl cod was a day's ſubſiſtence x 
for twelve people; we had plenty of freſh | 
water, but not a drop of ſtronger liquor; no | 
' bread, hardly any clothes, and very cold 
weather: We had rnceffant labour with the 
pumps, to keep the ſhip above water. Much 


jabour and little food waſted us faſt, and one 


man died under the hardſhip. Yet our ſuf- 
ferings were light in compariſon of our juſt 
8 fears; we could not afford this bare allowance 
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wich longer, but had a terrible proſpect ER 


being either ſtarved to death, or reduced to 


feed upon one another. Our expectations 


grew darker every day, and I had-s farther © 


trouble peculiar to myſelf. The Captain, 
whoſe temper was quite ſoured by diſtreſs, 
Was hourly reproaching me (as I formerly 
_ © obſerved) as the ſole cauſe of the calamity, 
and was confident that if I was thrown over- 
board (and not otherwiſe). they ſhould be 
preſerved from death. He did not intend to 
make the experiment, but continual repeti- 
tion of this in my ears gave me much unea- 
ſineſs, eſpec ally as my conſcience ſeconded 
his words. I thought it very probable, 


that all that had t ctallen us was on my ac- 
count. was, a laſt, found out by the 


powerful han d of God, and condemned in my 


own breaſt, However, proceeding in the 
method I have decke, we began to con- 


ceive hopes greater than all our fears, eſpeci- 

ally when at the time we were ready to Ne” 
up all for loft, and deſpair was taking place. 
in every countenance, we ſaw the wind come 
about to the very point we wiſhed it, fo as 

| belt to ſuit that broken part of the ſhip 
which mult be kept out of the water, and 
to blow fo gently as our feiv remaining fails 

Could bear; and thus it continued without 


any obſervable alteration or increaſe, though 


at an unſettled time of the year, till we once 
more were called up to fee the land, and 
were conv inced that it was land indeed. * c 


E 2 
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Air the iſland Tory, and the next day 


anchored in Lough Scilly, in Ireland; this 7 
was the eighth of April, juſt four weeks after 


the damage we ſuſtained from the ſea. When 
we came into this port our very laſt victuals 


were boiling in the pot, and before we had 
been there two hours, the wind, which 


| ſeemed to have been providentially reſtrained 
till we were in a place of ſafety, began to ; 
blow with great violence, ſo that if we had 


continued at ſea that night in our ſhattered, © 


_ enfeebled condition, we muſt, in all human 
appearance, have gone to the bottom. About 
this time I began to know that there is A 
God that hears and anſwers prayer. How © 
many times has he appeared for me ſince this 
great deliverance :—yet, alas | how diſtruſt: 
ful and ungratetul | is my heart unto this 0 
0. 25 
1 am, N fem: 7 55, 
Your obliged humble ſervant, : 


JANVARY , 163. 


: "LET TER ix. 
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I nave bought | my hiſtory down to the 
vine of my arrival in Ireland, 1748; but 


before I proceed I would look back a little, I 


to give you ſome farther account of the ſtate 
of my mind, and how far I was helped 

againſt ee difficulties, which beſet me, 
aà t the time I had many outward hardſhips to 


tw} 


| . with. The ſtraits of hunger, cold, | 
omg and the fears of ſinking and ſtarv- 


ing, I ſhared in common with others ; but be- 


ſides theſe, I felt a heart-bitternels, wich was 
properly my own; no one on board but mylelf 
being impreſſed with any ſenſe of the hand of 
God in our danger and deliverance, at leaſt not 


awakened to any concern for their ſouls. No 


N 
2 . 
W F. 
2 
4 
* ö , 
ty 
4 +1 
£ FN 
1 
1 N 
2 
7 3's 
* 
. * 
1 
TOM 
7 ; 
i . 
255 
7 . 
** : 
24 . 
Fa 
. 15 
. 
1 4 
"A 
4 
5 * 
2 


r 
3 


temporal diſpenſations can reach the heart, 
unleſs the Lord himſelf applies them. My _ 
companions in danger were either quite un- 
affected, or ſoon forgot it all, but it was not 
10 with me: not that I was any wiſer or 
better than they, but becauſe the Lord was 
Pleaſed to vouchſafe me peculiar mercy, | 
_ otherwiſe I was the moſt unlikely perſon in 
the ſhip to receive an impreſſion, having been 
often before quite ſtupid and hardened in 
the very face of great dangers, and always to 


3 this time had hardened my neck ſtill more 


him; 
ing inſtance, that with him < 5 is im- 
 poſlible.” 


and more after every reproof.—I can ſee no 


reaſon, why the Lord ſingled me out for 
mercy but this, “that ſo it ſeemed good to 
* unleſs it was to ſhew, by one aſtoniſh- 


There were no 9 on board, to 1 


1 could open myſelf with freedom concern _ 
ing the ſtate of my ſoul, none from whom ! 
: could: aſk advice. As to books, I had a New. 
Teſtament, Stanhope already mentioned, and 
a volume of Biſhop Beveridge's ſermons, one - 
1 of which upon our Lord's paſſion affected me 


I'S 


much. In Feu the New Teſtament, 4 
was ſtruck with ſeveral paſſages, particularly 
that of the fig- os Luke Xin. The caſe of 
St. Paul, 1 Tim. i. but particularly the 
Prodigal, Luke xv. a cafe J thought that 
had never been ſo nearly exemplified, as by 
myſelf—and then the goodneſs of the father 

in receiving, nay, in running to meet ſuch a 
ſon, and this intended only to illuſtrate the 
Lord's goodneſs to returning Tag rt 
gained upon me: I continued much . 
Prayer: I ſaw that the Lord had interpoſed. 


more. The outward circumſtances helped 
in this place fo make me till more ſerious. 
and earneſt in crying to him, who alone could 


be content to die even for want of food, ſo I 
might die a believer. Thus far 1 was an- 
ſwered, that before we arrived in Ireland 1 
had a ſatisfactory evidence in my own mind 
of the truth of the goſpel, as conſidered in 
itſelf, and its exact ſultableneſs to anſwer all 
my needs. I ſaw that, by the way they 


mercy only, but his juſtice alſo, in the pardon 
of fin, on the account of the obedience and 
. ſofferings of Jeſus Chriſt. My judgment, at 
that time, embraced the ſublime doctrine of 
God manifeſt in the fleſh, reconciling the 
world to himſelf.” I had no idca of thoſe 

ſyſtems, which allow the Saviour no higher 
Fans than that of an upper feroant, or, At: 
the mott, 4 e 1 ſtood in need of 


— 


fo far to ſave me, and I hoped he would do 


_ relieve me; and ſometimes I-thought I could - 


were Dates out, God might declare not his 


4 


an Almighty Saviour, and Sch” a one 1 


found deſcribed in the New Tehtament.. 
Thus far the Lord had wrought a marvellous. 


thing; I was. no longer an infidel; T heartily * 


renounced my former profaneneſs, and I had — 


taken up ſome right notions, was ſeriouſſy | 


_ difpoſed, and ſincerely touched with a ſenſe | 
of the undeſerved mercy J had received, in 
being brought ſafe through ſo many dangers. 
1] was ſorry for my paſt mil-ſpent life, and 
| purpoſed an immediate reformation: I was 
quite freed from the habit of ſwearing, which 


| ſeemed to have been deeply rooted in me, as 


a ſecond nature. Thus to all appeamnce * 

was a newman. : 

But though 4 cannot doubt that. this 
change, ſo far as it prevailed, was wrought 
by the Spirit and power of God, yet ſtill I 
Was greatly deficient in many reſpects. I was 
in ſome degree affected with a ſenſe af my 
more enormous ſins, but J was little aware 
of the innate evils of my heart. I had no 


apprehenſion of the ſpirituality and extent of 


the law of God : the hidden life of a chriſ- 
tian, as it conſiſts in communion with God 
7 by Jeſus Chriſt, and a continual dependence 
on him for hourly ſupplies of witdom, 


ſtrength, | and comfort, Was 4 myſtery of 25 


| 5 which ] had as yet no knowledge. 1 A 
ledged the Lord's mercy in pardoning what 


vas paſt, but depended chiefly upon my own | 


_ reſolution to do better for the time to come. 
I had no chriſtian friend « or faithful miniſter : 


' P 
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to adviſe me, that my J fhrength was no more 


than my righteoulnets ; and though IT ſoon 
began to inquire for ſerious books, yet, not 


having ſpiritual diſcernment, I frequently 


made a wrong choice, and I was not brought 
in the way of evangelical preaching or con- 
verſation (except the few times when I heard 
but underſtood not) for fix years after this _ 
period. Thoſe things the Lord was pleaſed _ 
to diſcover to me gradually. I learnt them 
bere a little and there a little, by my own | 
S painful experience, at a diſtance from the 
common means and ordinances, and in the 
midſt of the ſame courſe of evil company and 
bad examples I had been converſant with 
for ſome time. From this period I could 
no more make a mock at ſin, or jeſt with 
holy things; I no more queſtioned the truth 
of ſcripture, or loſt a ſenſe of the rebukes of 
_ conſcience. Therefore I conſider this as 
the beginning of my return to God, or rather 
olf his return to me; but I cannot conſider 
myſelf to have been a believer (in the full 
- ſenſe of the word) til a conſiderable time 
afterwards. 


I have told you that, in n the time of Ry” 1 
trels, we had geln water in abundance; this 


was a conſiderable relief to us, eſpecially as 
dur {pare diet was moſtly falt fiſh, without 
-. bread. We drank plentifully, and were not 


afraid of wanting water, yet our ſtock of this 


likewiſe was much nearer at an end than we. 
expected: we ſuppoſed that we had fix large 
butts of water on board, and it was well tliat 
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e were ſale arrived in . beds We 


| diſcovered that five of them were empty, 


having been removed out of their places and 
ſtove by the violent agitation, when the ſhip 


- was full of water. If we had found this out 


while we were at ſea, it would have greatly 
| heightened our diſtreſs, as We muſt have 


- drunk more ſparingly. 


While the ſhip was Wötking at T 
Scilly, I repaired to Londonderry. I lodged 
at an exceeding good houſe, where I was 


treated with much kindneſs, and. ſoon re- 


eruited my health and ſtrength. I was now 


a ſerious: profeſſor, went twice a. day to the 1 


prayers at church, and determined to receive : 
the ſacrament the next opportunity. A few 
days before I ſignified my intention to the 


| miniſter, as the rubric directs; but I found _ 


this practice was grown obſolete. At length 
the day came: I aroſe very early, was very 
particular and earneſt 1 in my private devotion, 


and, with the greateſt ſolemnity, engaged - 


my ſelf to be the Lord's for ever, and only 
4 This was not a formal, but a fincere 


ſurrender, under a warm ſenſe of mercies 
recently received; and yet, for want of a 
better knowledge 'of myſelf and the ſubtilty _ 


of Satan's temptations, I was ſeduced to for- 


get the VOWS of God that were. upon me. 5 


| Upon the whole, though my views of the 


goſpel ſalvation were very indiſtinct, I expe- 2B 


: nienced a. + proce and latisfaction i in the ordi- 
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nance that day, to which I had been hithert 
A perfect ſtranger. 


The next day I was Aba with the Mayor. 
of the city and ſome other gentlemen a ſhoot- 
ing; I climbed up a ſteep bank, and pulling 


my fowling- piece after me, as I held it in 


a perpendicular direction, it went of to 


near my face as to burn away the corner of 
my hat. Thus, when we think ourſelves in 


the orcateſt ſafety, we are no leſs expoſed to : : 
: danger than when all the elements ſeem con- 
ſpiring to deſtroy us. The Divine Provi- 


_ dence, which 1 18 fulcent to deliver us in our 


utmoſt extremity, is equally” neceflary to 


our preſervation | in the moſt peaceful” fitua- 


> tion. 


During our tay in t 1 wrote home. ; 
The veſſel I was in had not been heard of 


for eighteen months and was given up for 


e long before. My father had no more 
expectation of heaving that J was alive, but 
he received my letter a few days before he 
left London. He was juſt going out Gover- 


nor of York Fort, in Hud/or's Bay, whence 


he never returned. He failed before I landed 
in England, or he had purpoſed to take me 


With him; 35 but God deſigning otherwiſe, one 


ee of other delayed us in 17 eland tüll 


it was too late. I received two or three 
affectionate letters from him, but E never 


had the pleaſure of ſeeing him more. I had 


hopes, that in three years more I ſhould have 


had a an opportunity of aſking his  borgivenets 


— 
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for the uncaiieli my diſobedience bad given ; 


him; but the ſhip, that was to have brought 


him home, came without him. According 


to the beſt accounts we received: he was 


ſeized with the cramp, when bathing, and 


drowned a little before her arrival in the Bay. 


—Excuſe this digreſſion. 


My father, willing to onde all i in 7 6 


power to my ſatisfaction, paid a viſit before 
his departure to THF friends in Kent, and 
gave his conſent to the union which had been 
ſo long talked: of. Thus, when I returned 
to —— , I found I had only the conſent _ 
of one perſon. to obtain: with her I as yet 


ſtood at as great an e e as on the 
firſt day I ſaw her. . 


= arrived. at 8 -thd fatter” - of 


May 1748, INS the "fan day that my 
father ſailed from the Nore, but found the 
Lord had provided me another father in the 
gentleman whoſe ſhip had brought me home. 
Te received me with great tenderneſs, and 
the ſtrongeſt expreſſions of friendſhip and 
_ aſſiſtance ; yet not more than he has fince 
made good: for to him, w the inftrument 
of God's goodnets, I owe my all. Yet it 
would not have been in the power even of 
this friend, to have ſerved me effectually, i -- 
the Lord had not met with me on my way 
home, as I have related Till then I was 
like the man poſſeſſed with the legion. No 
arguments, no pertuaſion, no views of in- 


tereſt, no remembrance of the paſt, or regard 2 
E 


26 


to the . could have conſtrained me 


Wwoithin the bounds of common prudence. But 


now I was in ſome meaſure reſtored to my 
ſenſes. My friend immediately offered me 
_ the commulnd of a ſhip; which, upon mature 


cConſideration, I declined for the preſent. I 


had been hitherto always unſettled and care- ho 
leſs, and therefore thought I had better make | 


another voyage firſt, and learn to obey and - 


acquire a father infight and experience in 
buſineſs, before I ventured to undertake ſuch 


a a charge. The mate of the veſſel I came 


home in, was preferred to the command of a 
new ſhip, and I engaged to go in the ſtation | 
of mate with him. I made a ſhort viſit to 


gd; London, & c. which did not fully anſwer my 45 


views. Thad but one opportunity of ſeeing 


"Irs, ###X** of which I availed myſelf very 


little, for I was always excceding awkward in 


7 pleading | my own cauſe, viva voce. - But 
after my return to 1. 


tion in ſuch a manner, "by letter, that ſhe 
could not avoid (unleſs I had greatly miſ- 
taken her) coming to ſome fort of an expla- | 
nation. Her anſwer (though penned with 
abundance of caution) ſatisfied me, as I col- 
lected from it, that ſhe was free from any 
other engagement, and not unwilling to wait 


the event of the voyage I had undertaken. 


I ſhould be aſhamed to trouble you with 
theſe little details, if you had not yourſelf 


= - deſired „ 4 a0, 


5 Yours, &c. 
| (da 20 1763. | e 


„I put the queſ- 
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Mr connections with ſea in hin” © re 
ed me to think, that the varieties obſerva- 
ble in chriſtian experience may be properly 
illuſtrated from the circumſtances of a voyage. 


8 to yourſelf a number of veſſels, at 


_ different times, and from different places, 
bound to the ſame port; there are ſome 
things in which all theſe would agree,—the 
compaſs ſteered by, the port in view, the ge- 
neral rules of navigation, both as to the 
management of the veſſel and determining 
their aſtronomical obſervation, would be the 
fame in all. In other reſpects they would 


differ : perhaps no two of them would meet 


with the ſame diſtribution of winds and 
weather. Some we ſee ſet out with a pro- 
ſperous gale, and, when they almoſt think 


their paſſage ſecured, they are checked by + 7 
_ adverſe blaſts; and, after enduring much 


| hardſhip and danger, and frequent expecta- 
tions of ſhipwreck, they juſt eſcape and reach 
the defired haven : others meet the greateft 


difficulty at firſt, they put forth in a ſtorm, 


and are often beaten back; at length their 
voyage proves favourable, and they enter the 
Port with a =pppz, a rich and abundant 
entrance. Some are hard beſet with cruizers 
and enemies, and obliged to fight their way 

through; others meet with little remarkable 
in their paſſage, Is it not thus in the ſpiri- 
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bunt life q All true believers walk by the ſame | 
rule, and mind the ſame things. The word 
of God is their compaſs, Jeſus is both their 
polar ſtar, and their ſun of righteouſneſs ; 
their hearts and faces are all ſet Sn ward. 
Thus far they are as one body „animated by 
one ſpirit, yet their experience, formed upon 
theſe common principles, is far from uniform: 
the Lord in his firſt ca Il and his following 
diſpenſations, has a*regard to the ſituation, 
temper, talents of each, and t to the particular 
_ ſervices or trials he has appointed them for. 
Though all are exerciſed at times, yet. ſome | 
_ paſs through the voyage of life much more 
ſmoothly than others. But he, who e 
upon the wings of the wind, and me ature 


ce the waters in the hollow of his hand,” i 


not ſuffer any, of whom he has once taken 
charge, to periſh in the ſtorms, though, for 


a ſeaſon, perhaps, many of woe are ready to. 
{aol up. all hopes. 


We muſt not, therefore, make the expe- 


rience - of others, in all reſpects, a rule to 
ourſelves, nor our own a rule to others: yet 


theſe are common miſtakes, and productive 


of many more. As to myſelf, every part of 
my cafe has been extraordinary—l have 
hardly met a fingle inſtance reſembling it. 
Few, very few, have been recovered from 
ſuch a dreadful ſtate : and the few that have 
been thus favoured, have generally Paſſed 
through the moſt e convictions; and, 


after the Lord has given them peace, their 


future lives have been uſually more zealous, 


._ Guinea, I ſeemed to have forgotten. all the 
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bright, and exemplary than common.“ Nov, 5 
as on the one hand, my convictions were 
very moderate, and far below what might 
have been expected from the dreadful review 
I had to make; ſo, on the other, my firſt 
beginnings 1 in a religious courſe were as faint. 
as can be. well imagined. I never knew that 
ſeaſon alluded. to, Jer. ii. 2. Rev. ii. 4 
ulually called the time of the ry love. Who 
would not expect to hear that, after ſuch a 
: wonderful unhoped for deliverance: as I had 
received, and, after my eyes were in ſome 
_ meaſure enlightened to ſee things aright, 1 
: ſhould immediately cleave to the Lord and . 
his ways with full purpoſe of heart, and con- 
ſult no more with ſleſh and blood? But, 
alas! it was far otherwiie with me ; I had 
learned to Pray, ] tet ſome value upon the 
word of God, and was no longer a libertine, - 
but my ſoul | lil cleaved to the gull. Soon 
after my departure from L- , I began 
to intermit, and grow ſlack in waiting upon 
the Lord: I grew vain and trifling in my 
converſation; and though my heart ſmote 
me often, yet my armour was gone, and 1 
declined faſt: and by the time we arrived at 
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Lord's mercies and my own. ae mente, 
and was (profaneneſs excepted) almoſt as bad 

as before. The enemy prepared a train of 
temptations, and I became his eaſy prey; 
and for about a month he lulled me aſleep 
in a courle of evil, of which, a few months 


before, I could not have ſuppoſed mylelf any 


Or ˙ UAA ee any, - + 
= 


— 


5 (8) 
| longer capable. How ben propriety is 


there in the apoſtle's advice, Fake heed 
Teſt any of you be hardened through the de- 


ceitfulneſs of fin.” O who can be ufficiently 


upon their guard! Sin firſt deceives, and 
then it hardens; F was now faſt bound in 
chains; I had little defire, and no power at 


all to recover myſelf. 1 could not but at 


times reflect how it was with me: but, if 15 
attempted to ſtruggle with it, it was in vain. 


| I was juſt like Sampſon, when he ſaid, 5 


will go forth and ſhake myſelf as at other 
times, but the Lord was departed, and he 
found himſelf helpleſs, in the hands of his 
enemies. By the remembrance of this inter- 
val, the Lord has often inſtructed me ſince, 
what a poor creature Jam in myſelf, incapa- 


: ble of ſtanding a ſingle hour, without con- 


tinual freſh ſupplies of ſtrength and . 
: from the fountain-head. 

At length, the Lord, whoſe mercies are 
infinite, interpoſed in my behalf. My buſi- 
neſs, in this voyage, while upon the coaſt, 


was to fail from place to place in the og” 
boat, to purchaſe flaves. The ſhip was at 


re Leon, and I then at the Plantanes, 
the ſcene of my former captivity, where every 


= thing I ſaw might ſeem to remind me of my 


ingratitude. I was in ealy_ circumſtances,. 
_ courted by thoſe who formerly deſpiſed me. 
The lime trees I had planted were growing 
tall, and promiſed fruit the following year, 
againſt which time I had expectations of 
returning with a ſhip of wy own. But none 
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= of theſe things a me, till, as I have vid; - 


the Lord again interpoſed to fave me. He 


viſited me with a violent fever, which broke . 


the fatal chain, and once more brought me 
to myſelf. But oh, what a proſpect! 1 


1 thought myſelf now ſummoned away - My 
paſt dangers and deliverances, my earneſt 
pPrapers in the time of trouble, my ſolemn _ 

vows before the Lord at his table, and my-.---; 


ungrateful returns for all his goodneſs, were 
all preſent to my mind at once. Then 1 


began to with that the Lord had ſuffered me 
do fink into the ocean, when I firſt beſought 
his mercy. For a little while, I concluded 


the door of hope to be quite ſhut; but this 
continued not long. Weak, and almoſt de- 
lirious, I aroſe from my bed, and crept to a 
retired part of the iſland; and here I found a 


_ renewed liberty to pray. I durſt make no 7 


more reſolves, but caſt myſelf before the 


Lord, to do with me as he ſhould pleaſe. 1 : 


do not remember, that any particular text or 


remarkable diſcovery was preſented to my 


mind; but in general I was enabled to hope 
and believe in a crucified Saviour. The 


burden was removed from my conſcience, 
and not only my peace, but my health was 
reſtored; I cannot ſay inſtantaneouſly, but 1 


recovered from that hour, and fo faſt, that 
when I returned to the ſhip, two days after- 
wards, I was perfectly well before I got on 
board. And from that time, I truſt, I have 
been delivered from the power and dominion _ 
on fin thou ugh, as to the effects and ee 


. 90 Sy | 
| of in ee in me, I fill © « groan, being 


| burdened.” I now began again to wait upon 
_ the Lord, and though I have often grieved 


his ſpirit, and fooliſhly wandered from him 


; ſince (when, alas, ſhall I be more wiſe |). 


yet his powerful grace has hitherto preſerved . 
me from ſuch black declenſions as this J have 


laſt recorded; and 1 humbly truſt in his 
mercy and promiſes, - that be will be my . 


guide and guard to the end. „ 

My leifure hours in this voyage were 
_ chiefly employed in. learning the {atin lan- 
guage, which I had now entirely forgot. 
This defire took place from an imitation 
I had ſeen of one of Horace's Odes in a 
magazine. I began the attempt under the 
- greateſt diſadvantages poſſible ; ſor I pitched 
upon a poet, perhaps the moſt difficult of 
the poets, even Horace himſelf, for my firſt 
book. I had picked up an old Englihh 
tranſlation of him, which, with Cajtalio's 


Latin Bible, were all my helps. I forgot a 


| Dictionary, but I would not therefore give 
up my purpoſe. I had the edition 77 1% 
Delphini, and by comparing the Odes with 
the interpretation, and tracing the words, 1 
could underſtand from one place to another, 
by the index, with the aſſiſtance I could get 
from the Lalin Bible: in this v vay, by dint 


ol hard induſtry, often waking when I might 


have flept, I made ſome progreſs before I 1 
returned, and not only underſtood the lenſe 
and meaning of many Odes, and ſome of the 
. Epiſtles, but began to reliſh the beauties of 


4 
the compoſition, and acquire a \ ſpice of what. 
Mr. Law calls clafiical enthuſiaſm. And, 


indeed, by this means I had Horace more 
1 (E unguem than ſome who are maſters of the 
Latin tongue: for my helps were fo few that 


=F, generally had the paſſage fixed in my 
memory, before 1 could fully underſtand its 
meaning. 5 
My buſineſs. in the long-boat, Jars 
eight months we were upon "the coaſt, "OX 
Ns poſed me to innumerable dangers and perils, 
from burning ſuns, and chilling dews, winds, 
rains, and thunder-ſtorms, i in the open boat; 
and on ſhore, from long journeys through the 


woods and the temper of the natives, who 


are, in many places, cruel, treacherous, and 
watching opportunities for miſchief. Several 


boats in the ſame time were cut off; ſeveral 
| white men poiſoned, and, in my own boat, 
1 buried fix or ſeven people with fevers... | 


When going on ſhore, or returning from it, 


in their little canoes, I have been more than 


once or twice overſet, by the violence of the 
ſurf, or break of the fea, and brought to 
land half dead, (for 1 could not ſwim). An 
account of eb eſcapes, as I ſtill remember, 


would {well to ſeveral lheets, and many more 


J have perhaps forgot; I ſhall only ſelect one 
inſtance, as a ſpecimen of that wonderful 
Providence, which watched ov er me for good, 
and which, I doubt not, you: will think 
worthy of notice. 
When our trade was rid; and we were. 
near failing to the Weg Indies, the only re- 


cw). - 
. maining ſervice I had to perform i in the boat, : 
was to aſſiſt in bringing the wood and water 


from the ſhore, We were then at Fes -- 


_ Cofors. 1 uſed to go into the river in the 


afternoon, with the ſea breeze, ptocure my 


loading in the evening, and return on board 
in the morning with the land-wind. Several 


5 of theſe little \ voyages I had made, but the 
boat was grown old, and almoſt unfit for- 


uſe. This lervice, likewiſe, was almoſt com 


plüwKukted. One day, having dined on board, I 
was Preparing to return to the river, as 


formerly; I had taken leave of the Captain, 


received his orders, was ready i in the boat, 


RT and juſt going to put off, as we term it, that 


is, to let go our ropes, and ſail from the 


ſhip. In that inſtant, the Captain came up 


from the cabin, and called me on board 
again—lI went, expecting further orders; but 
he ſaid he bad: took it in his head (as he 
phraſed it) that I ſhould remain that day in 
the ſhip, and ant ordered another 
man to go in my room. [I was ſurprized at 
this, as the boat had never been ſent away 
without me before; and aſked him the rea- 
ſon; he could give me no reaſon, but as. 


above, that ſo he would have it. Accord- 


ingly, the boat went without me, but re- 


turned no more. She ſunk that night in the 


river, and the perſon who had ſupplied my 
place was drowned. I was much ſtruck when. 
we received news of the event the next morn- 
ing.— The Captain himſelf, though quite a 
—— to religion, ſo far as to deny a par- 
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| ticular providence, could not help being 
A affected; but he declared, that he had no 
other reaſon for countermanding me at that 
time, but that it came ſuddenly into his 
mind to detain me. I wonder I omitted this 
in my eight letters, as I have always thought 
it one of the moſt extraordinary circumſtances : 
- my life. 5 5 
Iam, Dzar Sin, | a 
_ Your humble ſervant. | 


JANUARY 27, 1763. 


| LETTER XI. 3 
| DEAR sin, : fe 


A1 FEW days alien I was thus wonderfully 
5 faved from an unforeſeen danger, we failed 
for Antigua, and from thence proceeded to 
_ Charles-Town, in South Carolina. In this £ 
place there are many ſerious people, but 1 
knew not how to find them out; indeed 1 
was not aware of a difference, but Aren | 
that all who attended public worſhip were: 
- good chriſtians. I was as much in the Gark 
about preaching, not doubting but whatever 
came from the pulpit muſt be very good. * 1 N 
had two or three opportunities of hearing a *? 
diſſenting miniſter, named Smith, who, by 
what I have known fince, I believe to have 
been an excellent and powerful preacher of 
— the goſpel ; and there was fomethung 1 in his 
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manner that ſtruck me, but 1 did not rightly 


underſtand him. The beſt words that men 


can ſpeak are ineffectual, till explained and 
applied by the Spirit of God, who alone can 
open the heart. It pleaſed the Lord for ſome _ 
time, that I ſhould learn no more than what 


| he enabled me to collect from my own ex- 


perience and reflection. My conduct was 
now very inconfiſtent—almolt every day, 
when buſineſs would gy. I uſed ts: retire 
into the woods and fields (tor theſe when at 
hand have * been Dy favourite oratories) 
and, 1] truſt, II began to taſte the iweets of 
communion with God in the exerciſes of 
Prayer and praile, and yet I frequently ſpent 
the evening in vain and worthi:is company; 
indeed, my reliſh for worldly diverſions was 
much weakened, and I was rather a ſpectator 
than a ſharer in their pleaſures, bur I did 
not as yet ſee the neceſſity of an abſolute 
forbeargace. Yet, as my compliance with 
cuſtom and company was chiefly owing to 
want of ligbt rather than to an obſtinate 


attachment, and the Lord was pleated + Þ | | 


Preſerve me from. what 1 knezw was ſinful, 


had, for the molt part, peace of ey ERS : 


and my ſtrongeſt Ueſires were towards the 
f things of God. As yet I knew not the force 

of that precept, Abſtain from all appcar- 
ance of evil,” but very often ventured upon 


the brink. of temptation; but the Lord was 


gracious to my weaknels, and would not ſuf- . 
; fer the enemy to prevail againſt me. I did 
; not break with the world at once (as might ä 


„„ 

in my caſe have been expected) but 1 was 
gradually led to fee the inconvenience and 
folly of one thing after another, and, when 
Thaw it, the Lord ſtrengthened me to give 
it up. But it was fome years before I was. 
et quite at liberty from Occaſional com- 
Pliances in many things in which, at this 
time, I dare by no means allow myſelf. 

We finiſhed our voyage, and arriv ed in 
Jinn W hen the bag s affairs were ſettled, 
I went to London, and from thence e (as you may 
ſuppoſe) I ſoon repaired to Kent, More than 
ſeven years were now elapſed ſince my firſt 
viſit. No views of the rind could ſeem more 
chimerical, or could ſubſiſt under greater diſ- 
couragements than mine had done, vets 
through the over-ruling goodneſs of God, 
while I ſeemed aba ndoned to myſelf, and 5 
blindly fol lowing | my own paſſions, I Was 
guided by a hand that 1 knew not, to the 
accompliſhment of my wiſhes. Every ob- 
ſtacle was now removed : I had renounced 
my former follics, my intereſt was eſtabliſhed, 
and friends on all ſides conſenting; the point 
was now entirely between ourſelves, and after 
what had paſt, was eaſily concluded. — Ac 
cordingly our hands were Joined on the firſt. 
of February, 1750. e 
he fatisfaction 1 have en in is 
union, you will appote has been greatly 
| heightened, by reflections on the former dit- 
agrecable contraſts I had paſſed through, and 
the views I have had of the ſingular mercy 
and Providence of the Lord in bringing it to 


In, 56 15 : 
paſs. 8 If you pleaſe to look back to the be- 
ginning of my ſixth letter, (page 51.) I 


doubt not but you will allow, that few per- | 
| ſons have known more, either of the miſery 
or happineſs, of which human life (as con- 


ſidered in itſelf) is capable. How eaſily, at a 


time of life when I was ſo little capable of 
_ judging, (but a few months more than 
ſeventeen). might my affections have been 
fixed where they could have met with no _ 


return, or where ſucceſs would have been the 
| heavieſt diſappointment, The long delay I 


met with was likewiſe a mercy ; for had I ſuc- 


cCeeded a year or two ſooner, before the Lord 


| was pleaſed to change my heart, we muſt 


have been mutually unhappy, even as to the 


pireſent life. Surely mercy. and goodneſs TT 
e have followed me all my days.” 


But, alas! I ſoon began to feel that my 
| heart was ſtill hard and ungrateful to the 


God of my life. This crowning mercy, which | 


raiſed me to all I could aſk or with in a. 
temporal view, and which ought. to have 


been an animating motive to obedience and _ 
Praiſe, had a contrary effe&.—1I reſted in te 
gift and forgot the giver. My poor narrow _ 
heart was /atigfied—A cold and careleſs _ 
frame, as to ſpiritual: things, took place and 5 
gained ground daily. Happy for me tbe 
| ſeaſon was advancing, and in 1 June I received 


orders to repair to of > 
me from my dream; * mood not tell you, 
that I found the pains of abſence and ſepara- 

tion fully proportioned to my preceding plea- 


This rouſed . 


1 


ſure. It was hard, very hand; to part, eſpeci- 
ally as conſcience interfered, and ſuggeſted 


to me how little [ deſerved that we ſhould 


be ſpared to meet again—But the Lord ſup- 


ported me—I was a poor faint idolatrous 


creature, but I had now {ome acquaintance 

with the way of acceſs to a throne of grace, 
by the blood of Jeſus, and peace was ſoon 
reſtored to my conſcience. Yet, through all 


the following voyage, my irregular and ex- 


ceſſive affections were as thorns in my eyes, 
and often made my other bleſſings taſteleſs 
and inſipid. But he who doth all things 
well, over-ruled this likewiſe for good. It 
became an occaſion of quickening me in 


Prayer, both for her and myſelf; ; it increaſed FP} 


my indifference for company and amuſement; 
it habituated me to a kind of voluntary ſelf⸗ 


denial, which I was afterwards taught to im- 


prove to a better purpoſe. 2 
While I remained in England, we corre- 


1 5 ſponded every poſt; and all the while 1 uſed 


the ſea afterwards, I conſtantly kept up the 

practice of writing two or three times a week 
(if weather and buſineſs permitted) though 
no conveyance homeward offered for fix or 


eight months together. My packets were 


uſually heavy, and as not one of them at 
any time miſcarried, 1 have to the. amount 
of near two hundred ſheets of paper, now 
lying in my bureau, of that correſpondence. 

J mention this little relief IJ had contrived to 


| ſoften the intervals of abſence, becauſe it had Ne 
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2 g00d effect beyond my firſt intention. It | 
| habituated me to think and write upon a 
great variety of ſubjects; and I acquired, in- 
ſenſibly, a greater readineſs of expreſſing 
7 myſelf, than I ſhould otherwiſe have attain- 
ed. As I gained more ground in religious 8 
knowledge, my letters became more ſerious, | 
ang, at times, I till find an advantage in 
looking them over, eſpecially as they remind 
me of many providential incidents, and tgje 
ſtate of my mind at different periods in theſe = 
voyages, which would otherwiſe have — —.— gl 
my memor 


1 ſailed. Coe: 1 in Augu/, 1750, 5 


commander of a good ſhip. I have no ver 
extraordinary events to recount from this 
period, and ſhall therefore contract my me- 
moirs, leſt I become tedious; yet I am 
willing to give you a brief ſketch. of my hiſ- 
tory down to 1755, the year of my ſettle- 


ment in my preſent fituation. I had now 


the command and care of thirty perſons; 1 
endeavoured to treat them with humanity, 
and to ſet them a good example; I likewiſe 
eſtabliſhed public worſhip, according to the 
liturgy, twice every Lord's day, officiating . 
myſelf. Farther than this I did not proceed, 
while I continued in that employment. 
HFaving now much leiſure, I proſecuted T7 
5 the ſtudy of the Latin with good ſucceſs. 1 
remembered a dictionary this voyage, and 
procured two or three other books; but ſtill 
it was my hap to chooſe the hardeſt, —I 
added Juvenal to Horace, and for proſe 
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authors I pitched upon Livg 75 Celar; wy 
Salluſt. You will eafily conceive, Sir, that 


I had hard work to begin (where I ſhould 53 


have left off) with Horace and Livy. I was 


not aware of the difference of ſtyle; I had 


heard Livy highly commended, and was re- 
ſolved to underſtand him. 1 began with the 


| firſt page, and laid down a rule, which I 


ſeldom departed from, not to proceed to a 


| fecond period till I underſtood the firſt, and 
ſo on. I was often at a ſtand, but ſeldom 


| diſcouraged ; here and there I found a few 


lines quite obſtinate, and was forced to break 


in upon my rule, and give them up, eſpeci- 2) 


ally as my edition had only the text, without 8 


any notes to aſſiſt me. But there were not 
many ſuch; for, before the cloſe of tat 


voyage, I could (with a few exceptions) read 
| Livy from end to end, almoſt as readily - 5 
„ An Engliſh . author. And J found in ſur- 


| mounting this difficulty, I had ſurmounted al! 


in one. Other proſe authors, When they + 
came in my way, coft me little trouble. In 
ſhort, in the ſpace of two or three voyages 1 


became tolerably acquainted with the beſt. 
_ claftics (J put all J have to ſay upon this 

| ſubje& together): I read Terence, Virgil, 
and ſeveral pieces of Cicero and the modern | 


_ clafſics, Buchanan, Eraſmus, and Cafimir ; 

- at length I conceived a deſign of becoming 
Ciceronian myſelf, and thought it would be 

a fine thing indeed to write pure and elegant 


Latin made ſome eſſays towards it, but 
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by this time the Lord was pleaſed to r 
me nearer to himſelf, and to give me a fuller 
view of the © pearl of great price,” the in- 


eſtimable treaſure hid in the field of the boly 7 


ſcripture ; and, for the ſake of this, I was 
made willing to part with all my newly ac- 
| quired riches. I began to think that life was 
too ſhort (eſpecially my life) to admit of 
| leiſure for ſuch elaborate trifling. Neither 
poet nor hiſtorian could tell me a word of 
Jieſus, and I therefore applied myſelf to thoſe 
who could. The claſſics were at firſt re- 
ſtrained to one morning in the week, and at 
length quite laid aſide. I have not looked | 
into Livy theſe five years, and 1 ſuppoſe 1. 
could not now well underſtand him. Some 


paſſages in Horace and Virgil I ſtill ailmire. - 


but they ſeldom come in my way. I prefer 
Bichanau's pſalms to a whole ſhelf of Elze- 
_ virs,—But thus much I have gained, and | 
more than this I am not ſolicitous about, ſo 
much of the Latin as enables me to read any 
uſeful or curious book that is publiſhed in 
that language. About the ſame time, and 
for the lame reaſon that 1 quarrel'ed with | 
| Livy, TI laid afide the mathematics. I found 
they not only colt me much time, but en- 
groſſed my thoughts too far: my Lead was | 
* literally full of /chemes. I was weary of cold 


contemplative truths, which can neither 


warm nor amend the heart, but rather tend 
to aggrandize e. 1 found no traces of this 

wiſdom in the life of Jeſus, 'or the writings | 
of Paul, I do not regret that 1 have had 


( 101 ) 
ome opportunities of knowing the firſt prin- 
ciples of theſe things, but I ſee much cauſe to 
praiſe the Lord that he inclined me to ſtop 

in time, and, whilſt I was © ſpending my 
labours for that which 15 not bread, was 

9 to ſet before me © wine and milk 

without money, and without price.” 5 

My firſt voyage was fourteen months, 

5 through various ſcenes of danger and diffi- 

culty, but nothing very ede 3; and as 


I 1 intend to be more particular with regard to 


| the ſecond, I ſhall only fay that I was pre- 
ſerved from every harm; and having leen 
many fall on my right hand and on my left, 
I was brought home in peace, and reſtored 


do where my thoughts had been often directed, 10 
November 2, 1751. 8 


LETTER XII. 


DEAR , 


15 ALMOST with 1 could recall my laſt 


| ſheet, and retract my promiſe. I fear I have 
engaged too far, and ſhall prove a mere 


egotiſt, What have I more that can deſerve _ 
: your: notice ? However, it is ſome ſatisfac- 


LES 


1 


tion that J am now writing to Jour only. 8 
and, I believe, vou will have candour to 
- excuſe, what nothing but a tenſe of your. 
kindneſs could extort from me. 


Soon after the period where my laſt SPIN | 


that is, in the interval between my firſt and 
ſecond voyage after my marriage, I beg 


me a farther view of Chriſtian doctrine and 


experience, particularly Scougal's Life of _ | 
Cod in the Soul , Man, Hervey's Medita- _ 
| tions, and the Life of Colonel Gardner. As 


to preaching, I heard none, but of the com- 


mon ſort, and had hardly an idea of any | 

better; neither had I the advantage of chriſ- 
tian acquaintance; I was likewiſe greatly _ 

| hindered by a cowardly reſerved ſpirit ; I was 
afraid of being thought preciſe, and, though }|} 
I could not live without prayer, 1 durſt not 

Propoſe it, even to my wife, till ſhe herſelf 
firſt put me upon it; ſo far was I from thoſe. 
expreſſions of zeal a love, which ſeem ſo _ 
ſuitable to the caſe of one who has had much 
forgiven, In a few months the returning 

1 ſealon called me abroad again, and I failed 
from —— in a NeW 925 duly 1 


an to 
keep a ſort of diary, a practice which I have 
ſound of great uſe. 1 had in this interval 
hogs endes proofs of the ingratitude and evil 
of my beart. A life of eale, in the midſt of 
my friends, and the full ſatisfaction of my 
wiſhes, was not favourable to the progreſs 
of grace, and afforded cauſe of daily humilia- 
tion. Yet, upon the whole, I gained ground. 
I became acquainted with books, which gave 


(a3) 


A fe tiring” life is neceſſarily excluded . 
1 "Hank the benefit of public ordinances and 
chriſtian communion ; but, as I have ob- 
ſerved, my loſs upon theſe heads was at this 
time but ſmall. In other reſpects, I know 
not any calling that ſeems more favourable, 


or affords greater advantages to an awakened 


mind, for promoting the life of God in the 


= foul; eſpecially to a perſon who has the com- 
mand of a ſhip, and thereby has it in his 
| power to reſtrain groſs irregularities 1 in others, 
and 0 diſpoſe of his own time; and ſtill more 
ſeo in African voyages, as theſe ſhips carry a ⁶ 
double proportion of men and officers to 
moſt others, which made my department 
very eaſy; and, excepting the hurry of trade, 


X&c. upon the coaſt, which is rather 


— 
e 


ſional than conſtant, afforded me abundance © 


of leiſure. To be at ſea in theſe circum- 
ſtances, withdrawn out 09 he reach of in 
numerable temptations, With opportunity 
_ anda turn of mind diſpoſed to oblerve the _ 
wonders of God in the great deep, with the 
two nobleſt objects of fight, the expanded | 
= heavens, and the expanded ocean continually 


in view, and where evident interpoſitions of | 
Divine Providence, in anſwer to prayer, c- 


cur almoſt every day; theſe are helps to : 
| quicken and confirm the life of faith, which, 


in a good meaſure, ſupply to a religious ſailor | 
the want of thoſe advantages which can be 


aq 


. 
| 


= only enjoyed upon the ſhore. And, indeed, * N 


: though =y knowledge of ſpiritual things (as 5 


( 104). 


5 Oo knowledge is uſually ted) 5 was, at this — "' 
time, very ſmall, yet J ſometimes looked 


back with regret upon thoſe ſcenes. I never 
| Knew ſweeter or more frequent hours of di- 
vine communion than in my two laſt voyages 

to Guinea, when I was either almoſt ſecluded 


| from ſociety on ſhip-board, or when on ſhore | 


among the natives. 1 have wandered through 


the woods, reflecting on the ſingular goodneſs ; 


of the Lord to me, in a place where, per- 
haps, there was not a perſon who knew him 
for ſome thouſand miles round me. Many a 
time, upon theſe occaſions, I have reſtored 
the beautiful lines of Propertius to the right 
owner; lines full of blaſphemy and madneſs, 


when "addrefied. to a creature, but full of 


comfort and ! in the mouth of a 


believer. 


: Sie ego de -ſertis wo n * vidiere „ 
Quo nulla humano fit via trita pede; 
Tu mihi curarum requies, in nocte welatra 

| E, Si in WOT zu v nib zurba locis. 


PARAPHRASED.. 


—_ In deſert woods with thee, my God, 


Where human footſteps never trod, 

Ho happy could I be! 

27 Thou my — from care, my licht 
: Kia the darkneſs of the * ; 


.n ſolitude my e 


In the DOT of this voyage T was wonder- 
fully preſerved in the midſt of many obvious 
and many unforeſeen dangers. At one time 
| there was a conſpiracy amongſt my own peo- 


(105) 


3 ple to turn pirates, and take the ſhip from 


me. When the plot was nearly ripe, and 
they only waited a convenient opportunity, 


two of thoſe concerned in it were taken ill 


one day; one of them died, and he was the 
only perſon I buried while on board. This 
| ſuſpended the affair, and opened a way to its 
diſcovery, or the conſequence might have 
been fatal. The flaves on board were like- 
wiſe frequently plotting inſurrections, and 
were ſometimes upon the very brink of miſ- 


chief; but it was always diſcloſed in due 
time. When 1 have thought myſelf moſt 
| ſecure, I have been ſuddenly alarmed with | 


danger, and when I have almoſt deſpaired of 


life, as ſudden a deliverance has been vouch- _ 


ſafed me. My ſtay upon the coaſt was long, 
the trade very precarious, and, in the pur- 
ſuit of my buſineſs, both on board and on 
ſhore, I was in deaths often. Let the fol- 
lowing inſtance ſerve as a ſpecimen. - 
I was at a place called Mana, near Cape 


Mond, where I had tranſacted very large con 
cerns, and had, at the time I am ſpeaking | 
of, ſome debts and accounts to ſettle, which 
required my attendance on ſhore; and I in- 
ttended to go as the next morning. When L 


aroſe, J left the ſhip, according to my pur- 


poſe; but when I came near the ſhore, the _ 


turf or break of the ſea ran ſo high, that 1 
was almoſt afraid to attempt landing. In- 
| deed, I had often ventured. at a worte time, 
but 1 felt an inward hindrance and back 


B45 
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Wannen which: I could Py beben for; 


the ſurf furniſhed a pretext for indulging it, 
and after waiting and heſitating for about 
half an hour, I returned to the ſhip, without 


doing any buſineſs, which, I think, I never 


did but that morning in all the time I uſed - 
| that trade. But I ſoon perceived the reaſon : 


. of all this.— It ſeems, the day before I in- 


tended to land, a ſcandalous and groundleſs 
charge had been laid againſt me (by whoſe | 
inſtigation I could never learn) which greatly | 


threatened my honour and intereſt both in 


Africa and England, and would, perhaps, 
humanly ſpeaking, have affected my life, ft ©: 
I had landed according to my intention. I 


ſhall, perhaps, incloſe a letter, which. will 
give a full account of this ſtrange adventure, 


and therefore ſhall ſay no more of it here, 
any further than to tell you, that an attempt, 


aimed either to deſtroy my life or character, 
and which might very probably, in its conſe- 
quences, have ruined my voyage, paſſed off 
without the leaſt inconvenience. The perſon 
moſt concerned owed me about a hundred 
pounds, which he ſent me in a huff, and 


_ Otherwiſe, perhaps, would not have paid me 


at all. I was very uneaſy for a few hours, 


but was ſoon afterwards comforted. I heard 


no more of my accuſation, till the next 


voyage, and then it was publicly acknow- 


6: ledged to have been a malicious calumny, 


without the leaſt ſhadow of a ground. 
Such were the viciſſitudes and difficulties 
| through which the Lord preſerved me. Novy 


1107 


and then both faith and patience were : ſharply 3 


exerciſed, but ſuitable ſtrength was given; 
Aid as thoſe things did not occur every day, 
the ſtudy of the Latin, of which I gave a 
general account in my laſt, was renewed, and 


5 carried on from time to time, when Bußnef 
would permit. I was moſtly very regular in 


the management of my time; I allotted about 
eight hours for ſleep and meals, eight hours 


for exerciſe and devotion, and eight hours to 


my books; and thus, by diverſifying my en- 


1 gagements, the whole day was agreeably filled 


up, and J ſeldom found a day too long, or 
an hour to ſpare. My ſtudies kept me em- 

ployed, and ſo far it was well; otherwiſe 
they were hardly worth the time they coſt, 
as they led me to an admiration of falſe” 


madels and falſe maxiqs; an almoſt unayoid- _ 
able conſequence, I appoſe, of an admira- 


tion of claſſic authors. Abating what I have 


attained of the language, J think I might 
| have read Caſundra or Cleopatra to as good 
| purpoſe as I read Zivy, whom I now account 

” © ſomancer: though in a diflerent 


* | 
Frok rom the coaſt 1 went to St. Chriftopher' 63 
and here my idolatrous heart was its o.. 
puniſhment. The letters I expected from 
Mrs. K, were by miſtake forwarded to 
Anligua, which had been at firſt propoſed as 
our port. As I was certain of her punctu- 
ality in writing, if alive, I concluded by not _ 
hearing from her, t that ſhe was ſurely dead. 


| Th 108 \ 
| This fear affected me more- and more; I loſt 


my appetite and reſt; J felt an inceſſant 


pain in my ſtomach, and in about three 
weeks time I was near finking under the 
weight of an imaginary ſtroke. I felt ſome _ 
ſevere ſymptoms of that mixture of pride and 
madneſs, which is commonly called a broken 
| heart; and indeed I wonder that this caſe is 
not more common than it appears to be. 
How often do the potſherds of the earth pre- 


ſume to contend with their Maker? And 5 f 


what a wonder of mercy is it that they are 


not all broken? However, my complaint 
was not all grief, conſcience had a ſhare. 1 


thought my unfaithfulneſs to God had de- 


prived me of her, eſpecially my backwardneſs . 


in ſpeaking of ſpiritual things, which I could 
hardly attempt even to her. It was this 
thought, that I had loſt invalid irrecover- 
able opportunities, which both duty and 
_ affeQtion ſhould have engaged me to im- 
Prove, that chiefly ſtung me; and I thought 
1 would have given the world to know ſhe 
was living, that I might at leait diſcharge my 
5 engagements by writing, though I were never 
to ſee her again. This was a ſharp leſſon, 
but I hope it did me good; and when I had 
_ thus ſuffered ſame weeks, I thought of ſend- 


ing a ſmall veſſel to Ani’. Ididfo, and ſhe 


brought me ſeveral pack ets, which reſtored 5 


1 my health and peace, and gave me a ſtrong 


contraſt of the Lord's goodneſs to me, 
and my unbelief and ingratitude towards 


him. To 


- 


e — 
In Auguſt 17 53, I returned to 13 . 


My ſtay was very ſhort at home, that voyage 


98 js 8 ſix weeks; in that ſpace nothing very 


memorable occurred; I ſhall therefore begin 
my next with an account of my third and 

| laſt voyage. And thus I give both you and _ 

. myſelf hopes of a ſpeedy period to theſe me- 


moirs, which begin to be tedious and minute, 
even to myſelf; only I am animated by the 


thought that I writeat your requeſt, and ae. 


therefore an ee of ſhewing mylelf, 


Ms ANUARY 37, 1763. : 


ſober youth, but I found too much ſucceſs 


in my unhappy attemps to infect him with 
libertine principles. When we met at L— 


our acquaintance renewed upon the ground 


Vour — ſerrant. 


— A . | ox | 


LETTER „ 


| DEAR 1K, 


Mr third voyage was onder and lef per- : 


; 1 than either of the former. Before 1 
ſailed, I met with a young man, who had 
| formerly been a midſhipman and my in- 
timate companion on board the Harwich. 


He was, at the time I firſt knew him, a 


> 


of our former intimacy. He had good ſenſe, - 


and had read many books. Our converſa-' {| 
tion frequently turned upon religion, and 
vas deſirous to repair the miſchief I had done 
him. I gave him a plain account of the 


(11000) 5 


manner a; reaſon of my change, and uit D 
every argument to perſuade him to relinquiſh _ 


his infidel ſchemes : and when J ſometimes 


preſſed him fo. cloſe that he had no. other 
reply to make, he would remind me that 1 
was the very firſt perſon who had given him 
an idea of his liberty. This occaſioned me 
many mournful rc flections. He was then 
going maſter to Guinea himſelf, but before 
his ſhip was ready, his merchant became a 
bankrupt, which diſconcerted his voyage. 


As he had no further expectations for that 


year, I offered to take him with me as a 
companion, that he might gain a knowledge 1 5 
of the coaſt; and the gentleman who em 
5 ployed me promiſed to provide for him upon 


his return. My view in this was not ſo. 


much to ſerve him in his buſineſs, as to have 
an opportunity of debating the point with 
him at leiſure; and I hoped in the courſe of 
my voyage, my arguments, example, and 
Prayers, might have ſome good effect on 
him. My intention in this ſtep was better 
than my Judgment, and I had frequent rea- 
| ſon to repent it. He was exceedingly pro- 
fane, and grew worſe and worſe; I faw in 
him a moſt lively picture of what I had once 
been, but it was very inconvenient to have 
it always before my eyes. Beſides, he was 
not only deaf to my remonſtrances himſelf, 
but laboured all he could to counteract my = 
influence upon others. His ſpirit and paſ- 


ſions were likewiſe exceeding high, fo that 


Es required all wy prudence. and authority to 


Yo, 139 80 


hold him in any degree of reſtraint; He was 


as a ſharp thorn in my ſide for ſome time; 


but at length I had an opportunity upon the I 
| coaſt of buying a ſmall veſſel, which I ſup- 


plied with a cargo from my on, and gave 
him the command, and ſent him away to 


trade on the ſhip's account. When we part- . 


ed, I repeated and enforced my beſt advice. 


I believe his friendſhip and regard was as great Tg 


as could be expected, where principles were 
ſo diametrically oppoſite; he ſeemed greatly 
affected when I left him, but my words had 


e weight with him; when he found himſelf 


at liberty from under my eye, he gave a haſty 5 


| looſe to every appetite; and his violent irre- 


aiularities, joined to the heat of the climate, 


ſoon threw him into a malignant fever, which 


carried him off in a few days. He died con- | 


vinced, but not changed. The account 1 

had From thoſe who were with him was dread- 

ful; his rage and deſpair flruck them all with 
horror, and he pronounced his own fatal doom 


before he expired, without any appearance 


that he either hoped. or aſked for mercy, I 
| thought this awful contraſt might not be im- 


Proper to give you, as a ſtronger view of the 


diſtinguiſhing goodneſs of. God 0 . the 


0 chief of ſinners. 


I left the coaſt + hk four months, and 15 


. for St. Chriſtopher's. Hitherto [ had 2 


enjoyed a perfect ſtate of health, equally in 


e uxery climate, for ſeveral years: but, upon 


this paſſage, I was viſited with a fever, which 


gave me a very near aware of eternity; E 


"7 oe). 


O08 have Wininec 4 liberty to incloſe you three or 
l four letters, which will more clearly illuſtrate 
the ſtate and meaſure of my experience, at, 

different times, than any thing I can ſay at 

| preſent. One of them you will find was 
| wrote at this period, when I could hardly 
hold a pen, and had ſome reaſon to believe 
| I ſhould write no more. 1 had not that 
neee, which is fo deſirable at a time when 
fleſh and heart fail; hut my hopes were 
: greater than my fears, and I felt a ſilent com- 
Poſure of ſpirit, which enabled me to wait 
the event without much anxiety. My truſt, 
though weak in degree, was alone fixed upon 
the blood and righteouſneſs of Jeſus; and 
| thoſe words, © he is able to fave to the ut- 
| termoſt,” gave me great relief. I was for a 
while troubled with a very ſingular thought 
whether it was a temptation, or that the 
fever diſordered my faculties, I cannot ſay, 
but I ſeemed not ſo much afraid of wrath and 
puniſhment, as of being loſt and overlooked 
 amidft the myriads that are continually en- 
tering the unſeen world. What is my foul, 
thought I, among ſuch an innumerable mul- 


titude of beings! And this troubled me 


greatly. Perhaps the Lord will take no no- 
tice of me. I was perplexed thus for ſome 
time, but at laſt a text of ſcripture, very 
. appoſite to the caſe, occured to my mind, 

and put an end to the doubt : © The Lord | 

* knoweth them that are his.” In about ten 

Gays, beyond the hopes of thoſe about me, I. 
gs to amend, and by the time of o our ar- 


1 Full «urance, ; 


= ( 13 0 - 
rival in the et Indies, I was perfectly reco- 


5 vered. —1 * this viſitation was made uſeful : 


5 to me. 


Thus far, that is, for about the (and of 
ſix years, the Lord was pleaſed to lead me in 
a ſecret way.—l had learnt ſomething of the 
_evil of my heart: I had read the Bible over 
and over, with ſeveral good books, and had 
a general view of the go/pel truth. But my 
| conceptions were, in many reſpects, confuſed; * 


not having, in all this time, met with one 


acquaintance who could aſſiſt my inquiries. 
But upon my arrival at St. Chriftopher's, 
this voyage, I found a Captain of a ſhip from 
London, whoſe converſation was greatly hel- 
ful to me. He was, and is a member of 
Mr. B's church, a man of experience 
in the things of God, and of a lively com- 
municative turn. We diſcovered each other 


buy ſome caſual expreſſions in mixed company, 


and ſoon became (ſo far as buſineſs would 
permit) inſeparable. For near a month we 
ſpent every evening together on board each 
other's ſhip alternately, and often prolonged 
our viſits till towards day-break. I was all 
ears; and what was better, he not only in- 
formed my underſtanding, but his diſcourſe 
inflamed my heart.— He encouraged me to 
open my mouth in ſocial prayer, he taught 


me the advantage of chriſtian converſe; he 3 
put me upon an attempt to make my profeſ- 1 85 


ſion more public, and to venture to ſpeak _ 
for God. From him, or rather from the 
Lord, by his means, I received an increaſe of 


en) 


knowledge : my conceptions bene clearer 


and more evangelical, and I was delivered 1 
from a fear which had long troubled me, 


the fear of relapſing into my former apoſtaſy. 
But now I began to underſtand the fecurity 


ol the covenant of grace, and to expect to be 
Preſerved, not by my own power and holi- 


neſs, but by the mighty power and promiſe 
of God, through faith in an unchangeable 


Saviour. He likewiſe gave me a general view 


of the ſtate of religion, with the errors and 


controverſies of the times (things to which I | 


had been-entirely a ſtranger) and finally, di- 
rected me where to inquire in London for 
further inſtruction; with theſe new acquired 
advantages, I left him, and my paſlage home- 


wards gave me leiſure to digeſt what I had 


3 received; I had much comfort and freedom 


during thoſe. ſeven weeks, and my ſun was | 


_ ſeldom clouded. 1 arrived fafe 1 in  L— 5 
Auguſt 1754. I 


My ſtay at bone was intended to 25 but ” 


a ſhort, and by the beginning of November, I f 


Was ready again for the ſea; but the Lord 
ſaw fit to over- rule my deſign. During the 
time 1 was engaged in the flave trade, * 


| never had the leaſt ſcruple as to its lawful- 


neſs; J was, upon the whole, ſatisfied with 15 
it, as the appointment Prov idence had marked 


* nat for me; yet it was, in many reſpects, far 


from eligible. It is, indeed, accounted a 


genteel employment, and 1s uſually very pro- 
| fitable, though to me it did not prove ſo, 
-. the Lord ſeeing, that a large increale of wealth a 


(ns) 


could not be good for me. However, I con- 

| fidered myſelf as a fort of Gaoler or Turnkey: 
and I was fometimes ſhocked with an em 
ployment that was perpetually converſant 

with chains, bolts and ſhackles. In this view | 


I had often: titioned, in my prayers, that 


the Lord (in! ius ownctime) would be pleaſed 


to fix me in a more humane calling, and (if 


it might be) place me where I might have 
more frequent converſe with his people and 
_ ordinances, and be freed from thoſe long 
| ſeparations from home, which very often 


were hard: » bear: my prayers were now | 
aanſwered, © 20ugh. in a way I little expected, ; 


I now experienced another unforeſeen change 
of life: I was within two days of failing, and, 
to all appearance in good health as uſual, but 
in the afternoon as I was ſitting with Mrs. 


lten, by ourſelves drinking tea, and talk- 


ing over paſt events, I was in a moment ſeized 


with a fit, which deprived me of ſenſe and 


motion, and left me no other fign of life than 
that of breathing—T ſuppoſe it was of the 
apoplectic kind.—It laſted about an hour, 


ald when I recovered, it leſt a pain and diz-— 


_ Zineſs. in my head, which continued with 


ſuch ſymptoms, as induced the phyſicians to 


judge it would not be ſafe or prudent for me 

to proceed on the voyage. Accordingly, by 

the advice of my friend, to whom the ſhip 

| belonged, I refigned the command the day 
before ſhe failed; and thus I was unexpect- 

 _edly called from that ſervice, and freed from 
aa ſhare of the future conſequences of that 


rr eee en — > Teen» 
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voyage; which proved extremely calamitous- 
The perſon who went in my room, molt of 
the officers, and many of the crew, died, and 
the veſſel was brought home with great dif- 
ficulty. | 


As I: was s now Ae em bulinels, 1. 


left and ſpent moſt of the follow- 


ing year at London, and in Kent. But 1 


entered upon a new trial, —You will eafily 


conceive that Mrs. ****#** was not an un- 
concerned ſpectator, when F lay extended, 


and, as ſhe thought, expiring upon . 


ground. In effect, the blow that {truck me 


reached her in the ſame inſtant ; ſhe did not, 


indeed, immediately feel it till her apprehen- 


fions on my account began to ſubſide ; but as 


I grew better, ſhe became worſe : her ſurprize 


threw her into a diſorder, which no 5 K 


cians could define, or medicines remove. 
Without any of the ordinary ſymptoms of a 
conſumption, ſhe decayed almoſt viſibly till 
ſhe became ſo weak that ſhe could hardly 
5 any one to walk acroſs the room ſhe was 


- d was placed for about eleven months 1 in 
. what Dr. Foung calls the 


66 dreadful poſt of obſer. ation, . 


5 Darker every hour.“ 


It was not till after my ſettlement i In my 5 
preſent ſtation that the Lord was pleaſed to 


' reſtore her by his own hand, when all hopes 

from ordinary means were at an end. But 

before this took place, I have ſome other 
. particulars to mention, which muſt be the 


| plied to Mr B— 


(17) 


ſubj e& of the ſhollowing ſheet, which I Ck a 


will be the laſt on 2 this ſubject from _ 


Ro : | Your affectionate fervant., 
8 FEBRUA RY I; 176 3. 


* ETTER X „ 


- 2 DEAR SIR, 55 


By the directions 1 had l from my 


ien at St. Kit!'s, I ſoon found out a re- 


ligious acquaintance in London. I firſt ap- 
„and chiefly attended 
upon his miniſtry, when in town. From 
him I received many helps both in public . 
and private; for he was pleaſed to favour me 
with his friendſhip from the firſt. His kind- 
neſs and the intimacy between us has con- 
tinued and increaſed to this day; and of all 
my many friends, I am moſt deeply indebted ._ 
to him. The late Mr. H{——d was my fe- 


cond acquaintance ; a man of a choice ſpirit, 


and an abundant zeal for the Lord's ſervice. 
I enjoyed his correſpondence till near the time 

| a's 
return from America, my two good friends 
5 introduced me to him; and though I had 
little perſonal acquaintance with him till af- 
. terwards, his miniſtry was exceedingly uſeful 


of his death. Soon after, upon Mr. W— 


to me. I had likewiſe acceſs to ſome religi- 
ous ſocieties, and became known to many 
excellent chriſtians in private life. Thus, 


when at London, I hived- at the fountain- 


(116) 


head, as it were, for ſpiritual advantages. 
When I was in Kent it was very different, 


yet I found ſome ſerious perſons there; but 


the fine variegated woodland country afforded _ 
me advantages of another kind. Moſt of 
my time, at leaſt ſome hours every day, 1 
paſſed in retirement, when the weather was 
fair; ſometimes in the thickeſt woods, ſome- 
times on the higheſt hills, where almoſt every | 
ſtep varied the proſpect. It has been my 
cuſtom, for many years, to perform my de- 
votional exerciſes /ub dio, when I have op- 
| Portunity, and I always find theſe rural 
| ſcenes have ſome tendency both to refreſh. 
and compoſe my ſpirits. A beautiful diver- 
ſiſied proſpect gladdens my heart. When 1 
að withdrawn from the noiſe and petty works 
of men, I conſider myſelf as in the great tem- 
ple, which the Lord has built for his own n 


honour. 


The country Helen rie te and Maid: 


fone, bordering upon the Medway, was well 5 
ſuited to the turn of my mind; and was I to 


go over it now, I could point to many a 


place where |[ remember to have either ear- 
neſtly ſought, or happily found, the Lord's 
- pron Rad preſence with my foul. And 
thus 1 lived, ſometimes at London, And 
ſometimes in the country, till the autumn _ 
of the following year. All this while I had 
two trials, more or leſs, upon my mind; the ' 


firſt and principal was Mrs, ** s line! 5 
ſhe till grew worſe, and I had Sas? more 


reaſon to fear that the hour of ſeparation Was 


(wo) 


at hand. When faith was in exerciſe, I was 


in ſome meaſure reſigned to the Lord's will; 


but too often my heart rebelled, and I found 
it hard, either to truſt or to ſubmit. I hal 
likewiſe ſome care about my future ſettle- 
ment; the African trade was overdone that 
year, and my friends did not care to fit out 
another ſhip till mine returned. I was ſome 
time in ſuſpente; but, indeed, a proviſion of 
food and raiment has ſeldom been a cauſe 
bol great ſolicitude to me. I found it eaſier 
to truſt the Lord in this point than in the 
former, and accordingly this was firſt an- 
ſwered. In Auguſt I received an account, 
that I was nominated to the office of ——. 
| Theſe places are uſually obtained, or at leaſt | 
ſought, by dint of much intereſt and appli- 
cation; but this came to me unſought and 
unexpected. I knew, indeed, my good 
— had endeavoured to pro- 
cure another pol for me, but found it pre- 
engaged. I found afterwards, that the place 
I had miſſed would have been very unfuita- 
ble for me, and that this, which I had no 
thought of, was the very thing I could bave 
wiſhed for, affording me much leifure, and 
the liberty of living in my own way. Several 
| circumſtances, unnoticed by others, concur- 
red to ſhew me that the good hand of the 
Lord was as remarkably concerned in this 


friend in 1 


event as in any other leading turn of my life. 
But when I gained this point, my diſtreſs 


in the other was doubled; I was obliged to 7 
leave Mrs. nn, ag the greateſt extremity = 


— 
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45 pain and links, when the phyſicians could - 
do no more, and I had no ground of hope, 
| that I ſhould ſee her again alive, but this— 


that nothing is impoſſible with the Lord. I 
had a ſevere conflict, but faith prevailed: 1 


found the promiſe remarkably fulfilled, of 


ſtrength proportioned to my need. The day 


before I ſet out, and not till then, the burden I: 


was entirely taken from my mind; I was 
ſtrengthened to reſign both her and myſelf t 


the Lord's diſpoſal, and departed from her 


in a chearful frame. Soon after I was gone 


5 ſhe began to amend, and recovered ſo faſt, 


3 * about two months I had the plea- = 


5 And now I think I have lt; if not 7 
| exceeded your deſire. Since October 17353. 


a 9 meet her at Stone, on her) Jure to 0 


we have been comfortably ſettled here, and 
all my circumſtances have been as remarkably 


. years. My trials have been light and _ 
few not but that J ſtill find, in the experi- 
ence of every day, the neceſſity of a life of 


and uniform as they were various in 


faith -My principal trial is—the body of | 


ſin and? death, which makes me often to figh 
out the apoltle's complaint, O wretched 


man!” But with him likewiſe I can ſay, © I : 
thank God through Jeſus Chriſt my Lord.“ 


1 live in a barren land, where the knowledge 
and power of the golpel! is very low; yet here 


are a few of the Lord's people; and this wil-> | 


derneſs has been a uſeful ſchool to me, where 


I have ſtudied more leiſurely the truths ? 


4 


| gathered up in London. I brou ght Apis 7 
with mea conſiderable ſtock of re . truth; 


put I have ſince found, that there is no effec- 5 


tual teacher but God; that we can receive 
no farther than he is pleaſed to communicate; 
aud that no knowledge is truly uſeful to me, 


but what is made my own by experience. Many 


3 things, I thought I had learned, would not 
ſtand in a hour of temptation, till I had in this 


way learned them over again. Since the year 


1757, I have had an increaſing acquaintance 
in the Weſt Riding of Forihire, where the _ 
_ goſpel flouriſhes greatly. This has been a good = 


| ſchool tome: I have converſed at large among Y 


all parties without joining any; and in my 


attempts to hit the golden mean, I have ſome- 
times been drawn too near the different ex- 
tremes; yet the Lord has enabled me to pro- 
fit by my miſtakes. In brief, I am ſtill a 


e 8 and the Lord ſtill condeſcends to teach 


I begin at length to ſee that J have at- 
| tained but very little; but I truſt in him to 


Carry on his own work in my ſoul, and by all 
the diſpenſ#tions of his grace and providence 


do increaſe he en of him and of 
= myſelf. | | 


- When I Was fixed in a houſe, 1 found 
my buſineſs would afford me much leiſure 


time, I conſidered in what manner I ſhoud 
improve it. And now having reaſon to cloſe 


with the apoſtle's determination, © to know 
nothing but Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified,” 
14 devoted . life to the profecution of ſpiri- 

h 3 


cw). 


"i knowledge, and ſolved” to purſue no- 
thing but in fubſervience to this main deſign. 
This reſolution divorced me (as I have already 
hinted) from the claſſics and mathematics. 


- My firſt attempt was to learn ſo much Greek, | 
1-48 would enable me to underſtand the New =_ 


Teſtament and Septuagint ; and when I had : 


made ſome progreſs this way, I entered upon 
the Hebrew the following year; and two 


] years afterwards having ſurmiſed ſome advan- | 


tages from the Sy7/ac verſion, I began with | 


© that language. You muſt not think that! 
| have attained, or ever aimed at a critical ſkill _ 


in any of theſe ; had no buſineſs with them, 


but as in reference to ſomething elſe. I never 


read one claſſic author in the Greek; I thought 
it too late in life to take ſuch a round in this 
language, as I had done in the Latin. I only | 


wanted the fignification of ſcriptural words 
and phraſes, and for this I thought I might 

avail myſelf of Scapula, the Synopfis, and 

5 * ho had ſuſtained the drudgery before 


In the Hebrew I can read the hiſtorical 7 


LES books and pſalms, with tolerable eaſe; but N 


in the prophetical and difficult parts, I am 


frequently obliged to have recourſe to Lexi- 


| cons, &c. However I know ſo much as to 


be able, with ſuch helps as are at hand, to 
judge for myſelf the meaning of any paſſage -Y 
I have occaſion to conſult. Beyond this I 


do not think of proceeding, if I can find bet- 
ter employment; for I would rather be ſome _ 
way uſeful to others, than die with the 5 = 

—_ tation of an eminent linguiſt. 75 


— — —— — 


5 ( 23) = 
Together with theſe ſtudies, 1 have. kept j 

up a courſe of reading of the beſt writers in 
dlvinity that have come to my hand, in the 

Latin and Engliſh tongue, and ſome French. 


(for I picked up the French at times, while 


I uſed the fea). But within theſe two or three 
: years I have accuſtomed myſelf chiefly to 


writing, and have not found time to read many. | 
| books beſides the ſcripture. _ 5 


l am the more particular in this account, 
as my cafe has been ſomething ſingular; for 
in all my literary attempts I have been obliged 


| to ſtrike out my own path, by the light 1 
| could acquire from books, as I have not had A: 
EE teacher or aſſiſtant ſince I was ten years of age. | 


One word concerning my views to the mi- 


F-- ufer y, and I have done. I have told you,. 

| that this was my dear mother's hope concern- 

ing me; but her death, and the ſcenes of life / 
in which I afterwards engaged, ſeemed to cut 


off the probability. The firſt deſires of this 
ſort in my own mind, aroſe many years ago. 
from a reflection on Gat. J. 23, 24. I could: 


* but wiſh for ſuch a public opportunity to teſ- 


tify the riches of divine grace. I thought I 
was, above moſt living, a fit perſon to pro- 


_ claim that faithful ſaying, © That Jeſus Chriſt 


came into the world to ſave the chief of ſin- 
ners; and as my life had been full of remark-. 


able turns, and I ſeemed ſelected to ſhew © 


what the Lord could do, I was in ſome hopes. 


that, perhaps, ſooner or later, he might, call 


; me into his ſervice. 


I believe it was a diſtant hope of this, that 


| determined me to ! the 9 3 


Cf SQ 
dut it remained an imperfect deſire in my 
own breaſt, till it was recommended to me 


2 by ſome chriſtian friends. I ſtarted at the 5 
thought, when firſt ſeriouſly propoſed to me; 


but afterwards ſet apart ſome weeks to conſider 


the caſe, to conſult my friends, and to intreat 


the Lord's direction. The judgment of my i 


friends, and many things that occurred, tended 


: 0 engage me. My firft thought was to join 


| the difſenters, from a preſumption that! 


could not honeſtly make the required BM: 
ſcriptions; but Mr. C- 


„in a converſation _ 


upon theſe points, moderated my ſcruples; |} 
and preferring the eftabliſhed church in fome | 


other reſpects, I accepted a title from him, 


ſome months afterwards, and ſolicited ordina- 
tion from the late Archbiſhip of York: I 

need not tell you I met a refuſal, nor what 

ſteps I took afterwards, to facceed elſewhere. _ 


Wo 7 rent I defiſt from any applications. My 


deſire to ſerve the Lord is not weakened ; but 
I am not fo haſty to puſh myſelf forward as 1 
was formerly. It is ſufficient that he knows 


2 how to diſpoſe of me, and that he both can 


= and will do what is beſt. To him I com- 


mend myſelf: I truft that his will and my 


true intereſt are inſeparable. To his name 


i be glory for ever. And thus I conclude my 
ſtory, and preſume you will acknowledge 1 
have been particular enough. I have MY 


for 1 no. mor 8 to 44, Thas 


m, ts Your' hy &c. 
= FEBRUARY 2, 1763. | 
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